
AHAB Monthly Call – January 12th, 2022 
 
Participants: Thomas Farrugia (AOOS), Kris Holderied (NCCOS), Andie Wall (KANA), Dots 
Sherwood (UAF), Danielle Dickson (NPRB), Bill Carter (USFWS), Chelsea Kovalcsik (UAF), Emily 
Bowers (NOAA), Lori Verbrugge (ATSDR), Natalie Rouse (AVPS), Josianne Haag (UAF), Matt 
Smith (USGS), Charla Hughes (PWSSF), Robb Kaler (USFWS), Evie Fachon (WHOI), Patrick 
Charapata (NOAA), John Harley (UAS), Tod Leighfield (NCCOS), Darcy Peter (ACF), Carol Brady 
(DEC), Caroline van Hemert (USGS), Danielle Gerik (USGS), Kathleen Easley (DOH), Sarah Schoen 
(USGS), Brock Tabor (DEC), Kim Stryker (DEC), Yvonne Weber (Salamatof Tribe), Michelle Morris 
(ADFG), Jasmine Maurer (KBNERR), Anne Garland (ARIES), Mike Levine (Ocean Conservancy). 
 
Thomas’ updates (more details on AHAB website: ahab.aoos.org) 

 

 

http://ahab.aoos.org/


 
 
Round Robin Updates (going by region of work) 
ARCTIC 
Evie Fachon 
No big updates from us at the moment. We're working through our backlog of samples that we 
collected this summer. And I know there'll be a couple of talks at AMSS about the HAB cruise 
we had in July and August. But other than that, nothing to share today. I'll talk to the folks here 
about getting that our cruise data into the HAEDAT. 
 
Patrick Charapata 
Hi, I’m a postdoc with Kathi Lefebvre at the NWFSC in Seattle. Our technicians are just cruising 
through all those samples, running all the invertebrates for saxitoxins, and DA and I believe 
Kathy will be giving a talk on those data at AMSS. And she'll also upload like a virtual talk for 
those who can only chime in on the virtual talk. And I'll have a poster too on some of the 
trophic transfer modeling.  
 
Bill Carter 
Hello all, I work at the Selawik National Wildlife Refuge. I'm based in Kotzebue. I work with Alex 
Whiting, and Ajit from Columbia University. And we're looking at cyanobacteria stuff in the 
brackish water of Hotham Inlet. Yeah, we got a meeting scheduled in February but nothing new 
here. Lots of ice about 38 inches and another storm today. So snow on top of it. 
 
Danielle Dickson 
Hi all, I’m with the North Pacific Research Board. I was at an Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission 
meeting in December. And I learned a couple of things that I wanted to just pass along to the 
network. The first one was that I believe it was the commissioner from Savoonga, who raised a 
question about how localized in space they should expect Harmful Algal Blooms to be and so I 
just wanted to make the network aware of that question in case anyone is giving presentations 
in Savoonga that they might think about addressing that for him. And then the other thing I 
wanted to share is that Kevin Arrigo of Stanford University gave a brief presentation on a cruise 



he's planning on plankton blooms in the Arctic this coming summer. And so I know, Raphael 
Stimmlmayer encouraged him to get in touch with the harmful algal bloom network. I believe 
he said he was already in collaboration with Don Anderson at Woods Hole. But just wanted to 
make sure that if there are others who would benefit from collaborating that you would know 
that's coming up and could reach out to him. Thanks. 
 
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission - Commissioner from Savoonga John Waghiyi, Jr. is 
interested in learning about how localized HAB blooms are and if there are areas near St. 
Lawrence Island that are potentially more prone to blooms. 
 
Anne Garland 
I represent a nonprofit Applied Research in Environmental Sciences (ARIES) that has been 
working up in the North Slope borough, in Utqiagvik in particular with the Office of Emergency 
Management, doing research gaps and risk education and we started HAB testing back in 2016 
with local community monitors. I trained monitors to do a lot of the ecological stuff that we're 
doing, including erosion and surge and HABs for a while now. And we've been trying to figure 
out a way how to incorporate the new knowledge from the research cruises up in the Arctic, 
with what we're finding with our near shore sampling and our lagoon sampling. So we do 
freshwater and the oceans. Luckily, we haven't found anything, well we found things, but not 
anything that's worrisome. But we know for sure that they have found that offshore. So we're 
trying to collaborate with them and get the Emergency Management Office more informed. So 
we have a finally a meeting scheduled. But at least we're trying to make sure the people who 
need to be informed are together and talking about this finally. It's been a struggle for my local 
manager to figure out how to educate the public about this up there. So that's the main focus 
of this conversation is how to best do that. 
 
NORTHERN BERING SEA 
Gay Sheffield 
Not much to report out from this end of things...Sea ice exent is growing with the persistent 
north winds but...current ice quality is POOR. 
 
ALEUTIAN AND PRIBILOF ISLANDS 
Chelsea Kovalcsik 
Hi, so I'm Chelsea. And I'm currently in the WARRN-West lab in Seattle. And I'm with Emily 
Bowers. And so I'm here to run my samples for the 2022 season, my northern fur seal samples. 
And so that's kind of what's been happening this week. And obviously, here with Patrick and 
Kathi as well. And so Emily has been helping me with the ELISAs and learning everything. And 
she has been an excellent teacher. So this has been really, really wonderful. My data right now 
is preliminary so I won't share anything. But it is really cool to finally get here and get some of 
the samples. And I should say, I am a graduate student at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
And my research is on northern fur seals in the Pribilof, specifically on St. Paul Island. 
Oh, Thomas. I was actually wondering that information on the cape for sales in South Africa. 
Was that a paper or a news article? 



Thomas: It's just a news article right now. But I think they interviewed somebody from a 
university or an agency down there about what could be the possible causes of it. 
Chelsea: Because back in 2021, I was in Namibia dealing with a big die off of Cape Fur seals. And 
I was working on that, because they thought it was a harmful algal bloom event. And Namibia is 
right next to south Africa. So I'm super interested. 
 
KODIAK 
Andie Wall 
We are just feverishly writing proposals to hopefully get funded to continue the work on 
Kodiak. So we've got one in and then working on another one that's due at the end of the 
month. So hoping to create some strong cohesive proposals to get some money for the region. 
That's about it. But we haven't been seeing much on the weekly samples that we're doing at 
South Trident basin, it's pretty slow right now. But we're continuing to take those weekly 
samples at one location for phytoplankton analysis. The funding from Senator Lisa Murkowski 
office has still not come through. We are hoping that by next month, we will be able to have 
that funding, which would allow us to have $50,000 to do some harmful algal bloom and 
shellfish monitoring on a larger scale. But we've been kind of waiting for the EPA, and that's 
been a lot longer process than we originally thought. So still waiting for that and still kind of 
kind of hopeful. We're still very fortunate to have received the funding. I think we're the people 
working out the kinks. So hopefully, once we get situated, and have an understanding and the 
EPA has an understanding of that process and how it works, that will be a lot smoother sailing, 
for anybody else that does receive funding through the earmark funding for harmful algal 
bloom. But yeah, right now, it's definitely some growing pains that we're working through. 
 
SOUTHCENTRAL 
Kris Holderied 
Hey, Thomas, thanks. Things are quiet on the monitoring front, though we still do our monthly 
surveys. But you know, what's out there is not a lot to talk about, obviously. I can't remember if 
I said this last time or not. But we've got several things kind of happening in Cook Inlet and 
Kachemak Bay with respect to oceanographic projects and funding lately, one funded by BOEM 
UAF and the Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council and the oil spill Recovery Institute, 
are part of for just basically pulling together oceanographic data and getting the model working 
better for applications for us, including the transport mechanisms behind why HABs are in one 
bay and not another bay. So that model actually extends all the way down around Kodiak as 
well. It has lots of applications, so we're pretty excited about that. So in essence, it's getting the 
model that NOS runs operationally for Cook Inlet, which extends out into the Gulf kind of 
working better for the applications that we want for HABs, including, how does it handle 
freshwater and how well does it do and things like that? Anyway, there's some there's some 
nuts and bolts stuff that's just trying to get that right. But we got a couple things funded that 
we're pretty excited about for that. So looking forward to it. 
 
Dots Sherwood 
So for those who don't know me, I'm a One Health Masters student veterinarian at UAF. And 
just kind of in my last semester now, and I really just followed this because I've been really 



interested in HABs. And we've done some projects from looking at one health modeling for 
public health consequences of HABs, and also looking at science communication for different 
stakeholders in terms of public health issues. And this semester, there's student possibility on 
working with anybody in any communities or looking at any community based projects related 
to HABs through one health lens. I'd be happy to hear from you. And I'll post my email and the 
chat here.  
dsherwo5@alaska.edu.  If anyone has a local community based project in progress or in 
consideration related to HABs and public health/animal health, there may be opportunity for 
student engagement to support problem analysis this late winter/Spring. 
 
Darcy Peter 
Good morning, everybody. I'm Darcy Peter Koyukon and Gwichʼin Athabaskan from Beaver, and 
what people refer to as a recovering scientist. I run the Aleutian Bering Sea Initiative, trying to 
follow the very big footsteps of one Aaron Poe. I'm taking over that I don't have any really big 
updates. But I do have quite a bit of travel coming up. If anybody wants to meet up in person, 
that'd be awesome. I am going to the Alaska Marine Science Symposium in Anchorage. So I'll be 
there this month from the 23rd through the 27th. I'm also going to the Alaska forum on the 
environment in February from the fifth through the 10th. And then I'll also be in Anchorage 
sporadically. The next few months, I think up until April so yeah, it'd be great to meet up with 
everybody who's based in Anchorage in person. I'm sure I'll bump into you at one or all of the 
events. I'll drop my cell phone in the chat (Darcy L. Peter, (907) 347-0000, 
dpeter@alaskaconservation.org). I'm very informal as it goes So text is usually the best way to 
get a hold of me. So yeah, happy to meet with everybody and no major updates. I am working 
on a couple different projects. The Skipper Science is a project that we have going on with 
fishermen, both local and traditional in tribes and you know, different kinds of fishing. 
Obviously, it's an online network, not sure who's heard of it, but we'll be presenting on that. 
And we'll have a booth at AMSS as well. So stop by and check out our booth. But no HAB 
updates as it comes. 
Have you heard of Vi Waghiyi of ACAT? I know she's a White House advisor at the moment, but 
would be a great contact for HABs/ACAT in general 
 
Carol Brady 
Hi, good morning, everyone and Happy New Year. There are no updates. January tends to be a 
slower month for sampling. So not many samples have come in either. But I guess no news is 
good news. So no farm closures for HABs. I reached out to the operator of the farm with the 
potential okadaic acid event, and I haven't heard back so I'm gonna poke her again. 
 
Lori Verbrugge 
I work for ATSDR, which is the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, which is a 
sister agency of CDC. And we don't really well at least I don't do any HABs research, but I like to 
join these meetings just to keep my finger on the pulse of this really important public health 
issue. 
 
Brock Tabor 



Things pretty quiet in the freshwater realm. EPA just issued some frequently asked questions 
related to implementation of their 2021 recommended 304 A water quality criteria to address 
nutrient pollution in lakes and reservoirs. So we've talked with EPA in the past about adoption 
of nutrient criteria in freshwater systems in Alaskan previously and didn't have much data to 
actually work with. But now that we have some new satellite data and more people out looking 
for potential blooms, perhaps this is something we may revisit in the future. So anyways, trying 
to keep track of things, all things freshwater on the national or regional basis still. The 
document is still in draft. So they're accepting comments from states and tribes at this point. So 
once that's made publicly available, I'll share that. 
 
Matt Smith 
Working on the presentation for the murre project now. Trying to finalize some of the talks and 
bioconversion results that I can add to the presentation for AMSS but yeah, be good to see 
everybody and get feedback on our product. 
 
Danielle Gerik 
I've been working through saxitoxin extractions on some samples that were sent to us from Bob 
Gerlach from birds that were collected last summer. So we’ll be doing ELISA on those soon. 
 
Natalie Rouse 
I work for Alaska Veterinary Pathologist Services and we are in Alaska. We are collaborators on 
the ECOHAB project and we focus on marine mammals. But no updates right now. Kind of our 
slow season our samples are in the queue with Emily and yeah, we're just right writing, writing 
writing right now. Natalie and Kathy Burek are great contacts if anybody comes across dead 
marine mammals, they do autopsies and all that kind of stuff. And they can collect samples for 
all kinds of analyses, but obviously interested in HAB impacts as well on marine mammals. 
 
Josie Haag 
I’m not going to be able to go to AMSS in person. But I'm excited for all the talks you have 
coming up. Yeah, right now I'm just looking at writing some more proposals to get some 
funding. 
 
Robb Kaler 
Good to see and meet new people. I work for migratory bird management, based in Alaska, 
Anchorage, and a seabird specialist. Maybe really quickly, just to tout this out I’ll show my 
screen. I think most of the folks here are familiar with the Arctic report card led by NOAA. And 
as you see here, we've got Caroline, Matt, from the USGS, but anyways, one of the things for 
seabird die-offs. Seabird die offs have been ongoing in the Bering Strait and Chukchi Region for 
several years now, several summers. So just drawing attention to this with my co authors here, 
of course, which does include this really nice figure that NOAA has helped put together.  



 
 
 
 
It's a great resource for people I'm sure most of you are familiar. This is a kind of a mosaic from 
our Coastal Observation Seabird Survey Team. Seabird die offs going back 2017 to 2022.  
 

Fig. 1. Alaska seabird 
die-offs, 1970 to present. 
Since 2015, mass die-
offs have annually 
occurred in Alaska. 
Species primarily affected 
include murres, puffins, 
auklets, shearwaters, 
fulmars, and kittiwakes. 
(Credit: Sarah Battle, 

NOAA/PMEL; modified 
original by Robert Kaler). 



 
Fig. 2. Alaska seabird mortality records, 2017-22. Size of concentric circles indicates the cumulative count of seabird 
carcasses reported each month of the corresponding year, aggregated into 100×100 km grid cells overlaid onto the map. 
Note that locations with no reported carcass counts may result from remoteness and/or lack of visitation or reporting 
capacity, rather than a lack of seabird carcass deposition. Species/species groups are summarized by month, indicated by 
color of circle, and percent (%) of total reported (N) each month. Reports courtesy of Tribal, State, and Federal partners. 

 
And then this table here, from USGS (Caroline, and Matt, and then National Wildlife Health 
Center). So there have been some detections. I would follow up with Matt and Caroline for 
questions on this.  

 
And of course it's great, great to know that they're making progress on the study with the 
murres. Just wanted to share and be able to tout out the partnership that I don't do much 
besides sit in a corner basement office, near the airport on Dena’ina lands, but thanks to all the 
partners. 
Arctic Report Card:  https://www.arctic.noaa.gov/Report-card  

https://www.arctic.noaa.gov/Report-card


Seabird paper link: https://arctic.noaa.gov/Report-Card/Report-Card-
2022/ArtMID/8054/ArticleID/1006/Partnering-in-Search-of-Answers-Seabird-Die-offs-in-the-
Bering-and-Chukchi-Seas  
 
Yvonne Weber 
Hi, I run the IGAP program for the Salamatof Tribe, we have the Kenai River and some of the 
Cook Inlet as well. I don't have anything updated. I'm fairly new so I'm just joining to listen. 
 
Charla Hughes 
I'm Charla with the Prince William Sound stewardship foundation. No updates from us right 
now. But looking forward to meeting many of you in person at AMSS. 
 
SOUTHEAST 
Michelle Morris 
No updates, except, if you had any permits last year, the collection reports are usually due at 
the end of January. If you haven't got them to me already. Let me know for that. And then 
research reports due too. And if you've already got plans for projects coming up the season, go 
ahead and start getting your aquatic resource permits applications. It’s better to have it 
preemptive than telling me last minute or during an event and try to scramble and get one 
through the door. 
 
John Harley 
It's kind of a slow season, for HABs out here in Juneau, but getting ready to put in a permit 
application to go do some sampling in Glacier Bay this summer. I got a small grant to go out and 
do some fieldwork out there, which I'm pretty excited about. So we're working with the 
National Park Service to identify some good sample sites to go out and dig some clams in the 
park. But yeah, that's about it. I think I also owe Michelle some reports and re-up my permit for 
next year. 
 
Jeanette Gann 
I  don't have any specific updates for Auke Bay area. We are, however in the process of looking 
for a post-doc to help build a photo library and develop and train the AI protocol and for our 
IFCB data analysis (we're focusing on phytoplankton community composition while noting any 
HAB species). We're hoping to get someone who knows R and may be able to convert the 
MATLAB code to something that will work in R. Will send some more specifics on the call out to 
you when it's finalized. 
 
OUTSIDE ALASKA 
Emily Bowers 
Yeah, we're churning through samples from 2022 cruises. We have I think, just from the year 
2022 like over 1000 samples still that are unanalyzed. Just and that's from cruises and from 
other just like various sources. So then there's never a shortage of work to do. So along with 
samples for Chelsea, we're working on some of the samples from the Norseman cruise the big 
Arctic cruise that Evie was talking about earlier.  

https://arctic.noaa.gov/Report-Card/Report-Card-2022/ArtMID/8054/ArticleID/1006/Partnering-in-Search-of-Answers-Seabird-Die-offs-in-the-Bering-and-Chukchi-Seas
https://arctic.noaa.gov/Report-Card/Report-Card-2022/ArtMID/8054/ArticleID/1006/Partnering-in-Search-of-Answers-Seabird-Die-offs-in-the-Bering-and-Chukchi-Seas
https://arctic.noaa.gov/Report-Card/Report-Card-2022/ArtMID/8054/ArticleID/1006/Partnering-in-Search-of-Answers-Seabird-Die-offs-in-the-Bering-and-Chukchi-Seas


 
Tod Leighfield 
I'm Tod, a chemist at NOAA in Charleston, South Carolina.  
 
Mike Levine 
Listening in from Ocean Conservancy to hear all of the work that everyone is doing. And I'm just 
here to get that background and hear what everyone's current updates are. 
 
 

NEXT AHAB MONTHLY CALL WILL BE: THURSDAY February 9TH, 2023 AT 9:30AM AK 
(The meeting schedule for 2023 will remain the 2nd Thursday of every month) 


