
AHAB Monthly Call – September 8th, 2022 
 
Participants: Thomas Farrugia (AOOS), Gay Sheffield (UAF/AK Sea Grant), Kathleen Easley 
(DHSS), Danielle Dickson (NPRB), Patrick Charapata (NOAA), Shannon Cellan (Sitka Tribe of 
Alaska/SEATOR), Michelle Morris (ADFG), Josianne Haag (UAF), Chelsea Kovalcsik (Aleut 
Community of St Paul), Hanna Hellen (Aleut Community of St Paul), Lori Verbrugge (DHHS/CDC), 
Evie Fachon (WHOI), Charla Hughes (PWS Stewardship Foundation), Muriel Dittrich (UAF), Sarah 
Pease (Sen. Murkowski), Naomi Bargmann (USGS), Megan Onders (AOOS), Michael 
LeVine(Ocean Con), Caroline van Hemert (USGS), Emma Pate (NSHC), Tod Leighfield (NOAA), 
Bridget Ferris (AFSC), Anne Garland (ARIES), Brock Tabor (ADEC), Maile Branson (APMI), Robb 
Kaler (USFWS), Karen Pletnikoff (APIA), Stephen Payton (Native Village of Seldovia), Kathy Burek 
Huntington (AVPS), John Harley (UAS), Kimberly Stryker (ADEC), Natalie Rouse (AVPS), Grace 
Ellwanger (KANA) 
 
Thomas’ updates (more details on AHAB website: ahab.aoos.org) 

 
http://www.ioosassociation.org/nationalhabobserving  
Karen Pletnikoff: Is AHAB submitting to One Health One Future? 
Thomas: I am looking into submitting an abstract on behalf of the AHAB Network. 

http://ahab.aoos.org/
http://www.ioosassociation.org/nationalhabobserving


 
Papers I mentioned: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749122011150 
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-1924/3/3/27 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1568988322001445 
 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749122011150
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-1924/3/3/27
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1568988322001445


 
 
Round Robin Updates (going by region of work) 
ARCTIC 
Evie Fachon 
So the Norseman cruise that Thomas has been providing really great updates over email about 
is finally concluded about two months at sea sampling up and down the Bering Strait and on the 
Chukchi shelf. It was a very eventful cruise, we saw some really dense blooms of Alexandrium. 
[See figures below]. If anyone has questions or wants to know more, Don Anderson is going to 
be giving a straight science talk Sept 16. And he's really going to start digging in to some more 
of like the implications of this data. But right off the bat when we left Nome, and headed over 
towards St. Lawrence Island, we started to see cell concentrations, around 18,000 cells per liter 
of Alexandrium, which is the highest that we've seen in any of our cruises in the region since we 
started sampling up here as an 2018. We detected these using the Imaging Flow CytoBot, which 
is an instrument that samples the underway seawater, it takes pictures of all of the 
phytoplankton. And that allows us to see Alexandrium and other harmful algal species in real 
time, which is really, really cool and useful, and gave us the opportunity to actually provide 
some alerts to communities in real time as we were seeing these high densities in their coastal 
waters. So we saw this near the end of July. From there, we headed up the Bering Strait and 
onto the Chukchi shelf. We didn't see much when we were working along the Chukchi, but then 
on our way back down to Nome, at the beginning of August, we saw again, some really high 
concentrations of cells in Kotzebue Sound. That’s the region that Thomas showed that satellite 
image from, maybe a little bit later. On the second leg, a lot of the crew switched out, and then 
we proceeded to cover a lot of the same ground again. So I think the last time we had an AHAB 
meeting, it was just before we saw this big bloom in Kotzebue. And then when the ship was on 
its way back up, again, it saw even higher concentrations of cells, near Diomede, and on the 
western edge of the Bering Strait, and these concentrations of up to 100,000 cells per liter, 
which again, is really, really high compared to anything that we've seen in the past when we've 
been looking up here. So we collected a lot of samples on this cruise, we took water samples to 
confirm species identification, we took sediment samples to look for Alexandrium cysts, 
invertebrate samples to look at toxin concentrations, both of saxitoxin and also domoic acid 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUejlyjdaTE&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUejlyjdaTE&feature=emb_imp_woyt


produced by Pseudo-nitzschia. And also water samples to look for toxins. So we have at this 
point over 1000 samples to get through. There's a lot of data to analyze and a lot of follow up to 
do from this cruise. So we will continue to keep everyone posted as we try and kind of put 
together the story of why there was such a big bloom in the region this year, and just how far it 
went and where it made its way into the foodweb. And we've started looking at the water 
samples, and we've confirmed that the Alexandrium that we saw by St. Lawrence Island, that 
first big bloom was definitely Alexandrium catenella. The toxin samples from the water are 
going to take us a little bit longer to process. So we'll hopefully be able to confirm how toxic 
they were fairly soon. 

 
I know Patrick's on the call, too. And he was also on the boat. I Patrick, would you want to add 
anything? 
 
Patrick Charapata 
I am postdoc in Kathi Lefebvre’s lab. I was on the first leg of the cruise with Evie and WHOI and I 
know right now they're processing just the first invert samples for both saxitoxin and domoic 
acid, so they will have updates, hopefully shortly for the Strait science talk that Don will be 
giving. 



 
Gay: Thank you Evie - yes it would be good to do a "hot wash"/review of what was done! 
 
Megan Onders: Hi - folks here in Nome have been asking me if the HABs are/might be 
impacting NSRKC? 
Evie: We didn't collect any king crab samples on this cruise. So we can't say for certain but what 
we've been telling communities is that given that we're seeing harmful cells in the region, it's 
best to be cautious and when possible to send samples of seafood to get tested. I know Kathi's 
not here. But Patrick might be able to speak to this. I wonder if Kathi could receive some king 
crab samples to look at for saxitoxins, that would certainly be something we could try and do. 
Patrick: Yeah, I think Kathi is always open to receiving samples and running what she can so I'm 
sure she'd be open to it. 
Gay: As far as sampling goes, we have also Norton Sound Health Corp on the phone. And, 
Megan, since you're in Nome know that that's something we can talk about right here in Nome, 
and for the communities in the region, there's a way to get seafood tested right now. So feel 
free to give Emma Pate at Norton Sound Health corporation or myself a call. So there is 
concern. From a local perspective, this has been the top story for the last two cycles of the 
Nome Nugget. And it's on KNOM radio as well. So there's been some good local coverage. But 
it's a good question. And yeah, there are ways to get stuff tested. There's a lot of interest about 
how commercial entities are tested but subsistence falls under recreational for the state of 
Alaska's purposes. And there's no funding for testing that way. And this is a region where, as 
you know, that's challenging. 
 
Evie: And I just want to give a shout out to and Emma and Thomas, who are on this call. This 
was our first time doing a cruise and actually, in real time trying to provide updates and 
communicate what we were seeing. And obviously, with something like HABs, it's really hard to 
make sure that you're communicating risk without panicking people. And from my perspective 
on the ship, it was really, really great to have you guys to send our data to and to sort of craft 
advisories, that communicated that risk and make sure that they made it out to people. So we 
should have a debrief at some point of how we feel like that communication structure worked, 
and what that can look like, and how it can be improved moving forward. 
 
Gay: Thank you Evie - yes it would be good to do a "hot wash"/review of what was done! 
 
Patrick Charapata 
I am new to Kathi Lefebvre’s lab and HABs research. I'm starting as a postdoc at NOAA in Seattle 
in Kathi's lab. And my first duty was to go on the first leg of the cruise to get familiar with all the 
different research that's going on and now I had my first day in the office yesterday. So I'm 
excited to get started and I'll be working on building hopefully a model to understand toxin 
trophic transfer throughout different food chains in the Arctic, consisting of the water column 
up to the phytoplankton, zooplankton, and then two different marine mammals including 
bowhead whales, walruses, then also to different salmon or fish species. So I'm really excited to 
get started. And it was a great experience on the cruise. So I'm looking forward to future 
meetings and updating y'all. 



 
Anne Garland 
I'm just trying to recruit for workshops. I had a question. Is there any way to take water samples 
and keep them for training purposes and just keep them refrigerated? For like, during the 
winter? We're not finding toxic stuff. But the point is, is we need something to show them for 
workshops throughout the year if it's gonna be a long haul like this. 
Thomas: You can fix the samples with Lugol’s solution. Put in a couple drops, and keep it out of 
the sun cause it can darken. It lasts quite a long time, at least a couple months. 
Evie: Lugol’s lasts longer when refrigerated! (but keep them in a separate food fridge) 
 
Anne: Thank you Evie! Yeah, and the other thing is, is that I did get a an email today from 
somebody writing a report for the Kotzebue and she said it was cyanobacteria. So I've sent off a 
request to Laura. I just wanted to because she referred in the email and just wanted to update 
you. 
 
Bill Carter 
The mooring, with a YSI sonde, has been out since late June north of Lockhart point off the end 
of the Baldwin Peninsula. Schedules and weather haven't allowed us to visit the site in the 
interim. Alex Whiting and Dr. Ajit Subramaniam will be retrieving the mooring in late 
September. Also, there was remote sensing evidence of an algae bloom around the 21st of 
August in the eastern part of Hothan Inlet (Kobuk Lake), but no samples were collected. 
 
NORTHERN BERING SEA 
Emma Pate 
So we've been continuing just basically our samples were doing from Cape Nome. And we had 
some calm days, but we missed those. We were pretty occupied with the advisories that were 
coming through. Thank you, Evie, and crew for everything you all did on that cruise. The 
information was received. Gay and I traveled to Shishmaref. There was a community meeting 
there they had their tribal organization, native corporation and city council members also 
present to listen to the information we shared in regards to the advisory and information 
regarding Alexandrium that we had to share. So that turned out really good. I was in Savoonga 
not long ago, but I'll be back to Savoonga to finish setting up the microscopy, equipment and 
items to give them a refresher training on that. They've hired another person in Savoonga so 
they can ensure they have consistency in their water sampling. Shishmaref is very interested in 
starting a water sampling program. Unalakleet was not anywhere near the high cell counts of 
Alexandrium. However, they're very interested in the Norton Sound tribal Harmful Algal Bloom 
program. So I'll be reaching out to them. And then Gay and I will be doing a presentation to the 
10th grade biology class at the high school in the next couple of weeks. There's two biology 
classes that we will do a presentation for, take them with us on a field trip to Cape Nome. So 
we can demonstrate and explain our whole sampling process out there. And then, we'll do a 
demonstration of the microscopy with them at the Northwest Campus science lab. So that's all 
broken up into sections, so it fits within their class timeframes at the high school. 
We have people interested in sending in seafood samples, however, making sure we coordinate 
with the SEATOR lab and Sitka is key since their instructions are a little bit different than what 



we would expect to conform to, since we're so far away, and we're also looking to include clam 
contents from the walrus and bearded seal stomachs when possible. I think that's about it. Am I 
missing anything Gay? 
 
Gay Sheffield 
And I was going to just add that to the thank you shout out. This was an interesting more than 
interesting, unexpected situation. So we give a shout out to the ship and to everybody that was 
on the ship that was able to alert us locally. It was great. We look forward to do a review maybe 
with the players sitting down together and talking about it. So people understand: Chukotka, 
because that is our neighbor, you can see from the maps that the highest cell counts were 
literally on the border. So Chukotkan government has been informed they've received all the 
notifications, so our neighbors are able to take care of themselves, which is a relief to us here. A 
big shout out to the Division of Public Health, Norton Sound Health Corporation and also 
Manilaq Health Association for doing what they do and stand up a bunch of information and 
make a reaction for the local communities. We were able to get like Emma said to Shishmaref, I 
was also able to get to Diomede to provide some on the ground warning regarding the high cell 
count that was near the island, as well as get to Kotzebue and be able to discuss it there. So it's 
just been a really busy time here. We were able to get a few extra water samples and some 
fecal samples from some walruses that were ashore in the area of Port Clarence and the north 
shore of the Seward Peninsula. So those have been sent off to Kathi Lefebvre’s lab. And we look 
forward to hearing those results. I think those will be forthcoming. And thanks to Don Anderson 
and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute for being so quick to turn around and give a Strait 
Science talk to the region. That's it, Emma, thanks for everything too. It's been it's been busy. 
Thank you so much. 
 
Emma: Yes, and thank you Gay, you're great help through this extremely busy period. I mean, 
busy is an understatement. We absolutely were not expecting this. We were expecting it, but 
we just didn't expect it to happen like now. As we completed our outreach, and shared the 
information that we were receiving, we have others reaching out to us, like KNOM our local or 
regional radio news. And I believe some of that may be on knom.org. And as Gay said, the last 
two and a half weeks, it's been in the Nome Nugget newspaper. And I just got back to my office 
this morning from a few days off. So there is another voicemail from the Nome Nugget 
newspaper, so they plan to continue coverage with this, if anyone is interested in following 
that. And we'll be updating our Norton Sound Health Corporation website with a lot of the 
information, we have a lot of information to compile. And we had different people involved in 
subgroups because it wasn't every one all at once communicating in the same group email or 
the same one team setup, it was different team portions that were all involved in this, what we 
had our med staff and how we had our village health care providers. We have the tribal 
organization, the city council, the Native Corporation, we had a Gay with Alaska Sea Grant. And 
then we had our Norton Sound Officers and Environmental Health Department. And then, of 
course, you know, we worked with NOAA and Ocean and Earth environmental, to develop a 
training manual and release that in 2021. And that's what I've been using to provide to our 
regional communities, for training on Harmful Algal Blooms. So a lot of this work will continue. 
The busyness will continue. And we look forward to having some very awesome presentations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUejlyjdaTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUejlyjdaTE


and updates as we travel through the region, continuing to educate and provide outreach for 
harmful algal blooms in our region. And that's about it. I think it's great. 
 
Gay: Yeah, thanks, Emma. Because that reminds me, one of the best things about this whole 
situation was that the Norseman II, the ECOHAB project, the Northwest Fisheries Science 
Center wildlife algal research response and research lab of Kathi Lefebvre, had integrated really 
right in rurally to the Bering Strait region. And because of that, that integration when 
something went unexpected, and was in the danger column. Because of that local integration, 
the existing communication network that we have in this particular region was easier to 
communicate with, we were able to do the stand up and start saying, Okay, what do we got, 
what do we need to do, who's involved? You know, what's our main objective here, all those 
things and that, I think is one of the best things to come out of this situation was that it was 
already integrated in so then when something as the cruise found higher cell counts off of 
Shishmaref. Shishmaref is part of the Bering Strait region but the waters north of Shishmaref 
are part of really more and the communities that may have been directly in the path of that 
were more Northwest Arctic borough. So because of the local response with the Division of 
Public Health, and our ability to communicate with the existing communication network, boom 
Manilaq had questions they could immediately look to Norton Sound Health Corporation 
Division of Public Health. What have you guys done to date? Explain this because now we're 
talking neighbors. We are understand where we are, who's who, what are the rules? What are 
the logistic limitations, things like that. So that was big. And the other thing to note about this 
whole situation, is the seriousness of it for this region. I'm getting phone calls, when is it going 
to be safe? How do I answer that? This is a research effort. And we're glad it was so well 
communicated. But gosh, now we have this in the room, it's happened. And with everything 
else going on in the marine ecosystem, in this particular region, gosh, this is really kind of a, you 
know, a game changer in some ways for all of us to really start thinking about so I'm, we're just 
so grateful to Nome Nugget, all the regional outreach that's coming out of this, being able to 
travel and be a familiar face in communities like Emma, you know, reaching out and being able 
to travel to these communities and, and talking about this issue, makes a big difference using 
the local regional system. So that's it. Thank you.  
 
ALEUTIAN AND PRIBILOF ISLANDS 
Chelsea Kovalcsik 
Hi, everyone, I have officially completed my first field work season out on St. Paul. I collected 
samples from 60 different seals. And that included small intestine, stomach, colon, feces, liver, 
kidney, bladder, and muscle. And so all of those right now are here in Anchorage, I'm going to 
aliquot them in a smaller samples, and then take them to the lab in Seattle with Kathi and learn 
how to run ELISAs on them. And yeah, so kind of within the next couple of months, we’ll start 
getting some of that initial data on that, which will be cool. And then there's a chance I'll be 
headed back out to St. Paul in like January, February to collect samples from stellar sea lions. I 
don't know just yet. But that's kind of the initial update on my grad project. So it's going really 
well. It was really great. We did a lot of really good work this summer. So I'm really stoked on 
that. 
 



Hanna Hellen 
So we've been continuing our weekly phytoplankton tows and analyzing them at the 
microscope. I'm off St. Paul now, but I've turned it over to my coworker Emily, who's going to 
be doing the phytoplankton tow and then fixing them for me to look at when I'm back later in 
the month. We've also been working with Dr. Astrid Schnetzer at North Carolina State 
University and her grad student we've been putting SPATTs out in two different locations on St. 
Paul and taking cold water samples for her bi weekly.  
 
Karen Pletnikoff 
Hi. We were working with AHAB and others on the discussion about how to put AHAB’s funds 
to work this year. And we look forward to partnering with that group. We recognize that the 
ongoing science is so important to get us to a new place where we have more distributed faster 
food safety sampling, but until that time, the opportunity to use any funds towards food safety 
testing on an ad hoc basis when folks want to do a large collection is something that could be 
very valuable from those funds just in the short term. But those initial discussions were great, 
and we look forward to the next set of them and how we can play a role there. We continue to 
look for other funds to bridge that gap too. Thanks.  
 
Robb Kaler 
Just as a regional update: seabird die offs in the Bering Strait region working with Gay Sheffield 
and folks, we have had some reports so this would be I believe Gay correct me the sixth 
consecutive year of seabird die off reports from the Bering? 
Gay: Yes, but we have multiple issues. So we've had because of our transitioning ecosystem, 
right, we've had five years for sure. We got carcasses in and that was starvation, poor body 
condition. This year, we have avian influenza, confirmed in this region and foxes and in gulls. 
And in others we had a lot of birds die this spring and summer, and that were not able to be 
tested. And we also have this harmful algal bloom issue. So it's a Yeah, take a pic this year. 
Yeah, so year six. 
Robb: So it's been challenging. HPAI highly pathogenic avian influenza. We're highly vigilant 
about not having community members handling any of the birds so it's been a big challenge in 
getting carcasses to be tested. The National Wildlife Health Center in Madison are refurbishing 
their lab and have had some troubles. We've been working with the state vet Bob Gerlach, but 
lots of challenges. Big thanks to all the partners that have contributed to get us as much 
information but so far right now the die off numbers of carcasses washed ashore are and 
referring to the Bering Strait region down to into the Bristol Bay region. We did get a report in 
mid August from Egegik on the Alaska Peninsula of shearwaters, they breed in winter in 
Australia and New Zealand. They're very pelagic. So when we start seeing shearwaters, usually 
short tailed shearwaters in the in the Bering side, sooty shearwaters on the on the Gulf of 
Alaska side, but so I haven't had many more reports since the middle of August. But overall 
numbers are reduced compared to previous years. So I think we're a little over 200 carcasses 
that have been reported and of course once a carcass dies, gets washed up on a beach and then 
somebody actually counts it. And then the report makes it to me in Anchorage, you know, it's 
just a fraction of the number that have actually died. But we don't have a lot of information. I 
see Caroline's on here, but I'm not sure how much we've been able to get tissues for sampling 



for harmful algal bloom exposure or concentrations. Yeah, just a quick throw that out there for 
the region. The reports are from Egegik as far north as Point Hope. 
 
KODIAK 
Grace Ellwanger 
No updates here. I've been out the last week traveling for work. So I haven't gotten to the 
analysis of phytoplankton samples for this week. But I think Andy has seen some harmful algal 
species recently. But other than that, nothing else to share. Thanks. 
 
SOUTHCENTRAL 
Maile Branson 
No updates from us. Saw a little bit of Dinophysis and a little bit of Pseudo-nitzschia over the 
last month in  a couple of our communities around the sound but not in Seward I believe 
Chenega and Tatitlek was where we saw the majority of it. Other than that, nothing else from 
us. 
 
Stephen Payton 
No updates from Seldovia either, we’re just plugging away on samples. 
 
Charla Hughes 
Sampling is starting to wrap up, but no updates today. 
 
Kathleen Easley 
Just we had a potential Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning down near Sitka. So thanks for bearing with 
me on that one, too. That was the first time I've had to manage one of those cases. But man, 
you Sitka folks were rock stars, and offered to help kind of going through that process to Epi 
really finding out like, kind of some polls and our ability to test human specimens, not the food 
side of it, we had plenty of coverage on that with DEC or any of the labs, really, that would be 
happy to help with that. But so we have to change a little bit of our parameters and are gonna 
probably have to just field that from a clinical standpoint, you know, diagnosis not actually 
being able to test human specimens at this point. The state lab, I think, here in Anchorage is 
looking at that, but I'm not sure where that stands at this point. So, you know, a little 
frustrating because at least, we tell a provider, take urine, and we'll test it and we'll have an 
answer. And then we can't do that. So I like lab results. And I like answers, not guessing. So it 
was an interesting dynamic, but great partners Washington, where I was checking for labs 
down there to see if anybody could test human samples and lovely folks down there actually 
shuffled me right back to Sitka folks like it was, it was pretty great. So the person recovered was 
fine and kind of notified people in that area. It was actually in Coffman cove on the other side of 
the island. So not in Sitka. The person just happened to be medivac’d there. The person was 
super ill but recovered pretty quickly. So again, I don't know that that's what it was, could have 
been, you know, anaphylaxis, or other stuff. But it was good to kind of run that through.  
 
Lori Verbrugge 



That was a great lead-in And Kathleen, thank you. Because I was actually going to talk about 
this on behalf of our partners at the state public health lab. My husband's actually the chief 
chemist there. And so regarding that case, you know, as a public health system found out that 
we had this problem where there was no one available to test urine. The CDC lab had 
developed a test, there are methods but they don't have it up So, you know, there was no one 
available to do that testing. But the good news is that Dave has committed to developing that 
test here and in the Anchorage lab, public health lab, so he's going to be working to get those 
CDC methods for PSP panel up. So hopefully when this happens next time, we'll be able to serve 
you better.  
Kathleen: it was just an interesting dynamic for sure. Right, because the last time we dealt with 
one, they did HAB testing at CDC. But finding kind of a spot when you don't use it frequently. 
But yeah, Dave was great tell him, I appreciate that. Because everybody was really trying to 
help, it was pretty amazing. The amount of people that kind of put their hands in to help them 
try to figure it out. So appreciate it. 
 
Naomi Bargmann 
So at the end of July, I was able to run the last three kits that we had on hand that were going 
to expire. I don't have any monumental results to share. But I was trying to wrap up the 2021 
samples, I now have a good chunk of 2022 HAB samples to start going through this winter. So 
basically, what I've been working on, since then, is Sara Schoen, she created a HABs Access 
database. And so we're trying to transfer everything into it. And you know, that includes not 
just the values, but all the metadata associated with it. So it's an extremely time consuming 
process. But hopefully, once we get that done, we'll be able to start doing queries and analysis 
on it and have some more interesting insights. And she said in her last update, she's in Homer, 
doing field work down there. And she said on her last update that the maritime refuge crew 
was just going to try to grab some samples from them from the summer. So we'll have some 
from other parts of the state. So it's pretty cool. So that's all I have for right now. 
Robb: What organisms are you collecting samples from? 
Naomi: so the ones that they collected this summer are the Cook Inlet ones, and there are 
mussels and larval forage fish and some euphausids. And plankton, of course. And then they 
were able to go on colony and captured quite a few birds. But other than shooting birds, we 
don't really get samples for HABs from them, and there was no shooting done this summer. 
 
Caroline van Hemert 
We should receive 2022 seabird samples for HABs testing soon from State lab after avian 
influenza screening. This is specifically and relating to the die off samples that are received. So 
we typically get routed through the National Health Center when there's a mortality event and 
then tissues are sub sampled and we can then do the HABs testing in our lab this year because 
of what Robb mentioned earlier. Now the samples are going through the state lab for influenza 
testing and then after that, we will receive them and be able to provide information about 
saxitoxin or domoic acid that might be in those birds that were negative for at least for the high 
path avian influenza because that requires a different level of biosecurity and that's why there's 
a little bit of a different routing as well this year. So anyhow, that's the piece that I was referring 
to. And then Naomi is working on a bigger foodweb study looking at different aspects, including 



seabirds. And that's kind of an ongoing, more research focused project that isn't particularly in 
response to a specific die off event.  
Gay: Hi Caroline - thanks for the good news!  11 from this end carcasses sent in (multi-species).  
Some hunter concern, some strandings etc.  Will check in with you at a later time. 
 
Natalie Rouse 
We haven't had a ton of strandings this summer. But we wanted to remind everybody I mean, 
some people probably don't know, we're still collecting behavioral observations, any unusual 
wildlife activity. So if you get any, you see anything like that. Or if anybody says anything to you, 
we'd really appreciate it. Send it our way you can send it to me or Kathy Burek, or Raphaela or 
the Alaska Sea Life Center. Any of those will get filtered to our email list. And this is all part of 
the ECOHAB project. So just wanted to throw that out, because we're getting not as many as 
we thought we would. So anything that you people hear about, we'd love to hear about it. 
Thank you. 
 
Josie Haag 
I'm up in Fairbanks. And I'm interested in doing some HAB work. Really the scope of my PhD is 
going to be looking at how we can use the coastline that's already present to choose places for 
aquatic farms like shellfish and kelp farms. So like one of the questions I really wanted to look 
at was using seagrass as a way to mitigate HABs. But we're still working our way towards 
creating like a field plan and stuff. So it's early stages. 
 
Megan Onders 
Thomas, for the opportunity. It's wonderful to listen to all of your updates. In 2023, AOOS is 
working on a statewide engagement plan. And so I will work with Thomas on email to all of you 
but to put a plug in, I want to hear from you if there are meetings we should attend within your 
communities or your region. If there are ways we can better partner, are you using our data 
portal, can it be made better. So these are some growth questions that, you know, we want to 
ask you. We're, you know, a statewide organization and service to our communities. And so, 
anyhow, we want to ask how we might be better. So look for that, and look forward to working 
with you. 
 
Danielle Dickson 
Hi, this is Danielle Dixon from North Pacific Research Board. It's been great to listen to 
everything that's been going on with the HAB network and for NPRB to keep an ear out for 
where we might be able to provide support for some of the important work you're doing. I 
wanted to mention that the plan is to host the Alaska Marine Science Symposium in person in 
Anchorage this year, we're looking forward to getting back in person after two years in a 
remote format. So you should see notices come out about the opening for abstract submission. 
Pretty soon we're working on getting a new website launched. And I wanted to mention that 
that hopefully, we will have the opportunity for you to host in person workshops in association 
with AMSS again this year, so just wanted to put that out there in case the HAB network was 
interested in getting some people together in Anchorage in January. 
 

https://www.alaskamarinescience.org/


SOUTHEAST 
Muriel Dittrich 
No updates from me at this time. I just popped on to see if anyone was seeing a kind of a fall 
bloom for Alexandrium. I was just curious. 
 
Michelle Morris 
Hey, the only thing I've been getting, I'm still getting applications in for people who want to do 
the mussel holding and the PSP testing, like the routine sampling for HABs. So that's great. Just 
a reminder that if you are still holding them, even though you're not doing any more collection 
at the end of the year, then you need a new one. So December 1, usually, is that the 
applications for 2023. 
 
Shannon Cellan 
Hi. Nice to meet everyone. Sorry we've kind of been out of touch. It's just been a bit of a 
whirlwind. There's been a lot of turnover, but excited to get things back out and going and 
running. Thomas said everyone was interested to know that we were back up and running. We 
had communicated with our partners but just let you all know why we were offline. There is a 
singular vendor who can provide us tagged saxitoxin under their radio label exemption because 
we're not a RAD certified lab and they were unable to provide us for months. And that is the 
only method of RBA testing. We're currently getting an HPLC method online using the approved 
post column reaction method. But that is not completely set up yet. So hopefully we don’t 
encounter this supply chain issue again and we will be able to continue running, although RBA 
is such a cheap, quick, incredible method that hopefully you don't have to convert. But that's 
why we were out for a couple months. Hopefully that doesn't happen again. 
We coordinate with a lot of people on already but I'm gonna drop my personal email in the chat 
(shannon.cellan@sitkatribe-nsn.gov). So if you have any questions about STA or you want some 
more information, please reach out to the SEATOR email, which I know some people are 
connected through. Again, I'll put my personal contact in there as well. Please feel free and 
we're more than happy to discuss with you. I'm excited to continue meeting you all throughout 
the coming months and years. 
 
Jeanette Gann 
There's an extensive coccolithophore bloom going on over the EBS shelf (images attached and 
pulled by Priscilla Lange). We were able to get the IFCB up and running again and noted that the 
phytoplankton community was dominated by dinoflagellates for most of the first leg (southern 
extent of the middle EBS shelf). I also saw a fair amount of Dinophysis come through on the 
images, though quantitatively I have no real sense for the magnitude. Lisa is currently out on 
the second leg which will cover the northern part of the southern shelf (hopefully up to 60N), 
and the northern Bering Sea survey is currently out as well, and is also collecting information on 
HABs and phytoplankton community composition (via preserved samples only). 



 
 
OUTSIDE ALASKA 
Sarah Pease 
Hi, everybody. I just wanted to thank the few of you that I got to see, during my trip to Alaska 
last month, I got to meet a few of you and got to see the HAB labs in both Sitka and Kodiak, 
which was really excellent. And just wanted to let you all know that we're currently kind of 
brainstorming some policy ideas for working waterfront and I'm trying to see if we might be 
able to incorporate something that would be helpful for the HAB community, maybe potentially 
additional ways to add some shellfish testing or something like that. So if you have any ideas, 
please reach out to me. Happy to hear from you. Thanks. 
Gay: Is there a geographical range for working waterfront? 
Sarah: there's no particular geographic range, it will have to be a national bill. But we're hoping 
to maybe include some pilot studies that could perhaps take place in Alaska. So there's an 
opportunity to target potentially, some toxin testing, especially that would support some 
subsistence harvests. 
Gay: Awesome, because we are a working waterfront, especially when we have the deep draft 
port expansion project. So thanks. keep us in mind up north.  
 
Bridget Ferris 
Yeah, I just wanted to give a quick heads up. I don't have an update on the ESRs right now. But 
there are two meetings coming up in the next two weeks that are part of the North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council where there will be presentations on the preliminary versions of 
the ESRs primarily some oceanographic information for this year. And so next week is the crab 
plan team. These are all open the public and hybrid meetings so anyone can call in and listen. 
And the week after that is the groundfish plan team. And on each Monday, the 12th and the 
19th There'll be an ecosystem status report preliminary presentation and those agendas and 
etc online. 

 
NEXT AHAB MONTHLY CALL WILL BE: THURSDAY October 13TH, 2022 AT 9:30AM AK 

(The meeting schedule for 2022 will remain the 2nd Thursday of every month) 


