
AHAB Monthly Call – October 13th, 2022 
 
Participants: Thomas Farrugia (AOOS), Andie Wall (KANA), Annette Jarosz (APMI), Emily 
Mailman (APMI), Kris Holderied (NCCOS), Stephen Payton (Village of Seldovia), Kathy Burek 
(AVPS), Dom Hondolero (NCCOS), Patrick Charapata (NOAA), Josie Haag (UAF), Dean Stockwell 
(UAF), Patryce McKinney (DEC), Julie Matweyou (Alaska Sea Grant), Juliana Cornett (NOAA 
Fisheries), Sarah Pease (Sen. Murkowski), Naomi Bargmann (USGS), Caroline van Hemert 
(USGS), Ajit Subramaniam (Columbia University), Frances Gulland (Marine Mammal 
Commission), Danielle Gerik (USGS), Matt Smith (USGS), Maile Branson (APMI), Jasmine Maurer 
(KBNERR), Grace Ellwanger (KANA), Brock Tabor (DEC), Maggie Broadwater (NCCOS), Ellen Ray-
Prince (PWS Stewardship Foundation), Hanna Hellen (Aleut Community of St Paul), Tod 
Leighfield (NCCOS), Evie Fachon (WHOI), Karen Pletnikoff (APIA), Natalie Rouse (AVPS), Bridget 
Ferriss (NOAA Fisheries), Courtney Hart (UAF), Beth Trowbridge (CASC), Katie Gavenus (CASC), 
Shannon Cellan (STA), Jesse Endert (Seldovia). 
  
Thomas’ updates (more details on AHAB website: ahab.aoos.org) 
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Patryce McKinney: EHL is happy to do testing for any projects: PST by MBA, HPLC-PCOX, or 
Domoic Acid by HPLC-DAD. 



 
 

 
 
Andie: We're going through the congressionally directed spending, we were fortunate enough 
to receive some of that to continue the work here on Kodiak. And I want to put in a warning for 
folks about that, that there are more hoops to jump through as we are going through that 
application process right now. It's not as easy as, here's their congressionally directed funding, 
but there is a lot of legwork in order to actually receive those funding as it is funds going 
through the EPA. And so if you have any other EPA programs that have any other water quality 



monitoring, for instance, IGAP, there's a lot of like dotting Is and crossing Ts and quality 
assurance project plans that are required for the EPA, to ensure that that work abides by their 
standards. So that's not something that we were made aware of at the beginning of the 
process. But the congressionally directed spending does have quite a few hoops to jump 
through. But it is definitely a good source that we are glad that we're going to be receiving, but 
just wanted to make the group aware of that. 
Sarah Pease: I would love to hear more about that. And yeah, we're still learning here how to 
execute the congressionally directed spending. So Andy, I'll put my email in the chat. But I'd 
love to hear more about how it's going and see how we can improve. Thanks. 
Sarah_Pease@murkowski.senate.gov  
 
 
Round Robin Updates (going by region of work) 
SOUTHEAST 
Juliana Cornett 
My name is Juliana, and I'm a Sea Grant fellow working at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center in 
Juneau. And I'm involved in a long term monitoring project at a local oyster farm here, where 
we take water column samples on a weekly basis over the summer months, and we're shifting 
now it's more of a monthly basis throughout the winter. But we monitor the phytoplankton 
community composition and look for harmful algal species, and don't really have anything in 
particular to update on at the moment, we did see some fairly large blooms of Pseudo-nitzschia 
some weeks in early September. So we're working with some other NOAA colleagues to try to 
figure out what species we were seeing in particular, to see if they could be an area for 
concern. This is continuing the work that was started by Courtney Hart, Becca Cates, and Muriel 
Dittrich. 
 
Shannon Cellan 
Nothing too pressing. I think last time, we updated everyone about kind of what had been 
going on with our radio labelled saxitoxin and now we're back up and running. So to all of our 
SEATOR partners, we are up and running again, please feel free to send in samples. Yeah, we're 
just continue continuing our RBA testing trying to get some congener data, working on some 
domoic acid and okadaic acid testing, to get some baseline data for Southeast Alaska, because 
there's doesn't seem to be much of that in this area.  
 
Courtney Hart 
I'll be at the conference presenting a lot of my geoduck work in Albany. So hopefully I'll see a lot 
of you there, which will be great. And then yeah, I'm just looking into doing some more work 
postgraduation maybe with oyster farmers and planning for how aquaculture and mariculture is 
going to start fitting into Southeast Alaska economies and what kind of role HABs are going to 
play in that. 
 
SOUTHCENTRAL 
Ellen Ray-Prince 
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my name is Ellen. I'm on the board of the Prince William Sound stewardship Foundation. And 
no big updates at this time. But generally, we are partnering with the Forest Service to sample 
blue mussels in the Sound. And we've been sending those out to Alutiiq Pride, and they’ve been 
studying those. 
 
Annette Jarosz 
We've been running through our shellfish samples so we will have information to send back to 
the stewardship foundation very soon. That'll be up on our website within hopefully next 
couple of days. We also saw a Pseudo-nitzschia bloom. We've preserved some samples and 
sent it down to the NOAA folks in South Carolina to try and get a species ID. We will be traveling 
down to South Carolina to learn how to do RBAs. So we're hoping within the next month or 
two, we will have our ELISA and RBA both up and running. 
 
Jesse Endert 
I'm a new environmental specialist here in Seldovia. And so it's nice to see you all I've actually 
worked in Ketchikan for Ketchikan Indian community the past two years and one year for Sitka, 
Trib of Alaska as well. So I'm not completely unaware of HABs. But we don't have any updates. I 
would say, at this time, we are possibly looking at doing a hypoxia project. So I will be reaching 
out to some of you shortly, I'm sure as we try to get some sort of application for that in January. 
 
Kris: Nice to meet you here and look forward to meeting in person in the not too distant future. 
And then for the hypoxia stuff, if you're interested in levels within the bay, our monthly surveys 
include CTD casts that have a dissolved oxygen sensor. So we've got long data set on that if 
that's helpful. And then I'll just say one of the interesting things we saw and I don't think I 
mentioned this last month. In August, September timeframe, we typically have the coastal 
current water coming in at depth in the bay. And we know it comes in because of what the 
water mass looks like. We know because we see different plankton coming in with that. And we 
saw that all through the bay in August and early September. But I had not realized like how fast 
it was coming in. And we literally put in a drifter in the right place off Nanwalek, and it came in 
through the outer Bay faster than the tide was going out. And if you guys know our tides here, 
that's actually quite fast. So this conversation that we've had a little bit with several folks here 
and in the Sound and actually even up north about transport. It got me thinking even more that 
we should be figuring out how to do more on that. 
 
Dom Hondolero 
we didn't have any big updates right now. We’ll try to get out to do surveying this month. 
Hopefully we'll get a break in the weather. 
 
Jasmine Maurer 
We have not been able the boat days and the weather days haven't lined up so we keep getting 
shut down to get more samples. The Homer harbor though I can say this week. We are seeing a 
lot more in it than we have in the in the last several weeks. So we're seeing that fall increase 
that we often see right before the winter in Kachemak Bay and at least one sample we can walk 
to collect. But we'll see if we can get out next week and get a few more samples as well. 



 
Brock Tabor 
Nothing much to mention on the freshwater front at this point other than EPA, region 10 is 
definitely putting some more energy into HABs. And I'll be curious to see what that equates to 
whether or not that provides new funding or technical support or what have you. But more to 
come this winter. 
 
Patryce McKinney 
Yeah, two things really. I had a really great chat with a member of the Alaska Mariculture 
Association, last week, you know, they're working on the mariculture taskforce report and 
things like that. So that was fruitful for both him and I. And that was a really good conversation. 
And then I mentioned that we were waiting for this particular funding opportunity to come 
through and it came through, we are a part of the Southeast Conference winning proposal for 
the $49 million of the regional build back better regional grant. But what that means for this 
group in particular, is that we're going to be looking to get more technologies. So we're going to 
look to bring on an RBA .But beyond just bringing it on, of course, for our commercial interests 
is that we're doing projects to get it validated and put proposals for national approval for 
different species for regulatory purpose. And then the other one is we're going to get a triple 
quad to try to implement the, and the European Turner method. Which in brief summary is kind 
of like the PCOX, but on steroids. So it's a method that can do congener data, but at a much 
more rapid pace. And it's an exponentially more expensive piece of equipment. But similarly, 
we're going to do projects to put forward for regulatory approval as well. So that kind of puts us 
a little bit more in the driver's seat at the national level for which species that actually matter to 
Alaska and getting them covered earlier. And that's a four year process, is going to touch on five 
state fiscal years. Besides the equipment, it also comes with a couple of personnel. So we're 
leveraging quite a bit of stuff. So hopefully there'll be some growth in other areas too. 
 
Naomi Bargmann 
I don't really have anything nothing new from last month. So just still crunching data and trying 
to see what we all have. I'm still working on the backlog. I need to order some more kits and 
work through some reruns and a few more samples and hopefully we'll have a better grasp on 
the whole picture and a month or two. 
 
Matt Smith 
Not a lot of updates from our end. We're caught up on samples that were sent in 2021 and 
another group of die off samples from Middleton this year. Not a lot. There was one sample in a 
puffin from Alaska that was actually collected in 2020. It had higher levels of saxitoxin in several 
tissues. Those are currently down at NOAA, we are waiting to get congener data back from 
HPLC. Otherwise, Bob Gerlach and his group have started to collect some samples for us. So I 
picked up a bunch of samples from them a week or so ago. So I'll start wading through those in 
the near future. And otherwise, I'm just waiting on all the content or data from the murre 
tissues from our murre captive study, and then hope to be able to put that together and 
present it AMSS. 
 



Natalie Rouse 
We don't have any new data. But we do have a project to the ECOHAB where we'd like to have 
a small number of sea otter carcasses from places in southwestern Alaska. So around the Dutch 
Harbor area or Kodiak as part of our ongoing monitoring for HABs. So you can contact Natalie 
or I if there's something like this, we have to get permissions and make sure the permit stuff is 
okay. But we would like some more cases for this ongoing study. 
Sea otter carcasses/samples from SW AK email: Natalie- avps.natalierouse@gmail.com -- 
Thanks! 
If you have fresh, non frozen sea otter carcasses primarily stranded, but we can look into 
subsistence animals, from the Southwestern parts of Alaska.  This is part of ongoing monitoring 
or marine mammals for HABs toxins. Contact us and we will get permit approvals through 
USFWS or ASLC for pick up and shipping. avps.natalie.rouse@avps.kbh@gmail.com (Natalie) or 
avps.kbh@gmail.com (Kathy). 
 
KODIAK 
Andie Wall 
I can chime in and just start that we're continuing that we're just trying to work on that 
application to receive the funding to begin sampling for harmful algal blooms at a larger scale. 
And I think we're hoping those funds come through around February is the timeline that we're 
looking at right now. And so that, again, will give us the capacity to test shellfish and harmful 
algal blooms at levels that we were able to about a year ago. I know that people are kind of, 
there's quite a few harvesters that I've talked to that are kind of waiting for that funding to 
come through, which is really, really exciting that people want to utilize this resource and 
opportunity to get their shellfish tested. So we're waiting for those and then we're still 
continuing the one Harmful Algal Bloom location and testing of that weekly basis right now. So 
that's kind of where we're at. We're also working on a, application with Sitka tribe through the 
NIH to support our ocean acidification and harmful algal bloom monitoring. Beyond that, 
because this funding is intended just for like a stop gap, so that we can continue testing for 
shellfish until we receive more long term funding. So we've been working really hard to pursue 
funding for that effort here on Kodiak. 
 
Grace Ellwanger 
I can touch a little bit on kind of a new method of shellfish testing that we're going through with 
in Kodiak. We have recently connected with the Village Public Safety Officer Program that KANA 
actually facilitates for Kodiak. So the VPSOs that are in each of the tribal communities are going 
to try and start collecting shellfish, when there are big harvesting times in the community, big 
low tides. They have the funding to support that. So we're doing some training with one VPSO, 
right now, to kind of test out how that looks and see how that might be effective for rural 
communities. But really excited to see how it goes, because tribal members oftentimes just 
don't have the capacity to do those types of things. So having someone like a VPSO, who is in 
each of these communities, and has the capacity to do that seems like a really good option to 
get consistent testing done in those communities. So really excited about that, and we'll keep 
you updated on how it goes. But fingers crossed, I think the first big low tide is coming up here 



pretty soon. So yeah, just wanted to share that as an idea for others, that they might be able to 
implement in their community as well. 
 
Julie Matweyou 
I'm wrapping up the final year of the MERHAB HAB funding, the cyst monitoring project that 
I've been working on with a few other partners and I will be heading down to the national HAB 
conference. And, Thomas, I think you're already dialed into the roundtable that our group will 
be hosting to continue conversations and share information about the cyst monitoring aspect 
of all this. It's been interesting. Yeah, it's been pretty cool. I'm trying to figure out how to keep 
that going in my region. Obviously, it's a little bit time consuming, labor intensive, but it 
certainly can benefit our community. So we're going in that direction and interested in a couple 
other proposals, but haven't moved in any direction at this point. But I'll try to touch base 
regarding the MERHAB and see where we're at. I kind of can echo a little bit what Kris said, you 
know, trying to coordinate large scale, like the last time we did that with the MERHAB was 
really difficult, I think, I thought we did a good job. I mean, there's just so many players, you 
know, but stepping back and taking a look at that statewide need, you know, we're all in need, 
right? So who gets the funding, but if we can step back and think about the technologies we 
have, or the methods that we do have that could accelerate information in our region, then 
maybe we can revisit that. But yeah, the large regional coordination. I almost asked that 
question. And somebody else kind of asked it yesterday on the webinar was what's regional, 
right, especially when you talk about Alaska, so I'm sure there'll be a number of submittals from 
our region, and I wish we had more direction on like, what, how many they actually are going to 
consider. That's all I had, but I look forward to catching up with some peoples in Albany and 
plan to be up in AMSS as well. So thank you. 
 
ALEUTIAN AND PRIBILOF ISLANDS 
Karen Pletnikoff 
I don't have much to report. I would like to note that our area is really interested in partnering 
on the PCM, prevention, control and mitigation of harmful algal blooms grant for new methods 
that can offer what we would ideally like to see as some postage paid food sampling data 
collection, so that we could have an ad hoc send in at a big community collection activity a 
subsample. Do a three day hold, hopefully, or so maximum five, and then get that data turned 
around for community safety. And it would also be wonderful, if we're doing very large harvest 
we’d sample to share to do some additional methods with the same batch but that could help 
truth any of the new methods that any of our partners might be considering. We would, of 
course, recognize that MBA being the food safety standard was a part of this for us. But we're 
really interested in finding, you know, there's new scientific methods that could skip that part in 
the future. That being said, if anybody was intending on putting in an application for the 
prevention, control and mitigation HAB call and if they wanted to partner on that, or any of our 
partners here are interested in I think it's really timely, especially with the huge amount of wash 
up and scouring of clams that happened with Merbok and the anticipation of those happening 
more frequently. Thanks. 
 



Maggie: So we we have had discussions recently, specifically following typhoon Merbok. And 
the samples that were washing up on beaches about potential HAB event response funding. 
And that is completely separate. And that is a rolling ongoing program where you can submit a 
kind of a mini proposal that is usually two pages max for quick turnaround funding for sampling, 
testing, shipping, etc. And you're welcome to contact me and I can work with some other 
people that I've talked to in the region to connect you accordingly to kind of wrap those into 
one submission, if you are interested in doing that. And that's separate from these programs 
that have the deadlines that are more formal funding programs that have the deadlines for 
letters of intent and actual proposals. So that would be something that would happen much 
faster and you could get results faster as well. 
 
Karen: Thank you, is there any reason that we couldn't prepare for a year of that? Because 
again, to describe my specific ideal situation, it would be something where MBA and other 
methods. Right now, I think that's the Environmental Health lab, we can get samples sent to 
them postage paid, so they can pick it up there or their carrier takes it to. And that whole 
logistical system is already figured out, and we have an address to send it to. And we can see 
some food safety results in a timely period, is there any reason we as AHAB set that up for the 
state with you as a partner now, and not wait for the event to happen? Because people were 
eating those clams that were on Facebook in moments. But if they knew they could mail them 
out on the next plane, maybe there's a chance that some people were participating in a timely 
enough manner to protect themselves. 
 
Maggie: So that is a broader discussion that is extremely important to have. And I'm, I'm going 
to ask Thomas to follow up with me directly to coordinate some conversations strategically 
with people on this call on pathways forward in doing that .There are some complexities to it 
that we can't get into here. But there is certainly a conversation to have on how to do that 
better and to be prepared on the front end and less responding to events on the back end. 
 
Dean: These events that that happened after the storm, we had euphausids washing up on the 
beach in Shishmaref, we had dead fish washing off near Kotzebue. In the past year, we've had 
herring kills with dead fish, people go out and harvest these things. I mean, that's the life of a 
subsistence hunter. And by the time we get notified, or even when we get a sample, people 
have already eaten a lot of this material. So I'm really concerned about how fast we can get 
something in place. Because these events don't take place where you can say, Oh, next month, 
we're going to have an event. So we'll be ready to test it. And, I'm a big proponent of having a 
facility at least close on the west coast of Alaska that can do toxin analysis. And I would push 
that hard that the, say, the Norton Sound Health Corporation and the health Corporation up in 
Kotzebue, get together and decide, we're gonna get samples in. And I know, locals are very 
skeptic of scientists now. Because we go up there and we do our studies. And maybe a year 
later, we come up and say, Oh, we found toxin in your sample. And then people go, Well, we 
ate it. And it didn't make us sick. It didn't kill us. So you know, what good are you in in that 
sense? So I'm just kind of concerned about the timing, I think it's very important that stuff gets 
tested. I will support anybody that wants to do that, and how, but I know it's even hard getting 
samples. When all those euphausids washed up it was I think one person finally got a little 



baggie of samples to be tested. We also have the problem with avian flu up in the area. And, 
you know, birds are dying, but they're not really being tested in a timely manner up there. And I 
would just push everybody to kind of band together and say, let's get stuff tested. 
 
Thomas: Yeah, you raised a lot of good points, a lot of logistical hurdles to go through because 
even having a lab, even if there's a space, you need staff in Nome or Kotzebue to run them and 
that’s not necessarily a full time position, because you don’t always have these events 
happening. So, there's a lot of logistical issues to kind of work through, but this PCM HAB, these 
discussions with NCCOS, maybe will help us work through those. So we will definitely have 
those discussions. So thanks, Dean. Thanks, Karen. Thanks, Maggie. 
 
Ajit: One of the challenges is in the transportation, right? I mean, there is an issue of collection, 
and then there's the matter of getting it to where it's going to get analyzed. And I don't know if 
I'm being naive about this, no, I know, I'm being naive about this. I just do not know if it is at all 
feasible that we think about things like maybe really small dry ice production platforms of some 
sort that can be put out in the community so that, you know, the frozen samples can stay 
frozen for longer than the length of time taken to transport it. So that you don't get a messy 
gooey sample that you don't know what it was in the first place. Because it's like three days 
since it was picked up on a beach and put into a Ziploc bag. 
 
Thomas: I don't know much about. The upfront cost is less of a problem in my mind. I mean, I 
think there's money out there to buy things that may be a little expensive up front, but if it's 
easy to use, and easy to maintain, and not expensive to operate, I think those are more 
important than the upfront costs. So if there was any small scale dry ice machines that we can 
purchase and have in these communities. I don't think that's impossible. But it can't be 
something where if it's not used for three months, it's going to be dead, and it won't be used 
when it's needed. But that's more the issue that I see potentially being a hurdle. 
 
Ajit: Yeah, let me let me look into that. Thomas, because I think that they exist. You're on the 
button about two major issues I can see one is the long term maintenance and how trouble free 
it can be how plug and play it is, and the second is the cost of running it. You know, I got a -80 
freezer for Alex. That cost I think $7,000 It's a really small freezer, it's pretty economical as far 
as electrical draw is concerned. And they turn it on and turn it off, you know, as they need it. 
But that's for local freezing, right? It's you are the sort of the linchpin in sort of making sure that 
it gets to where it needs to go because the major break happens in Anchorage. Everybody can 
get to Anchorage everything and go from Anchorage, but in Anchorage is where the 
transportation gap often is. 
 
Emma: So if you look into dry ice, for shipping, you might want to check with airlines too. 
Because they have some, I believe some specific shipping guidance on dry ice shipments. 
 
NORTHERN BERING SEA 
Hanna Hellen 



Yeah, pretty quick update, we are starting to roll into winter. So our sampling is slowed down a 
little bit. I was doing most of the sampling over the summer, but I'm back in Anchorage now. So 
my colleague will be taking it over. And we'll probably just have less frequency than we did over 
the summer. Just rolling into winter now. 
 
Emma Pate 
So that is our goal is to have a testing facility here in Nome. So we're connected with the region 
to counteract the logistical challenges we have in shipping out and testing and timely results for 
our region. We started this whole HAB project, right before the pandemic and of course, the 
pandemic took precedence and priority. So we picked up on it regularly this summer. To work 
with the regional communities, the Tribal Environmental Program, and the tribes including their 
city governments as well as their native corporations in the community meetings and 
presentations I've provided. So it's like a community wide presentation. So we were not 
expecting the high cell counts of Alexandrium from a research cruise this summer between July 
and September, that has certainly propelled a lot forward. But we fortunately had that 
opportunity to coordinate and connect with them. So I am reviewing some of the options that 
we have for that big funding. I am well aware that my review of some of the funding 
opportunities out there, to start up a facility in Nome, or somewhere in our region, we have 
more possibilities than just Nome. So, I am well aware that the maintenance as a whole facility 
and operation is not always funded by the same or similar funding sources. So we have to be 
prepared too and we're looking at our all our options to ensure we have a sustainable 
operation for long term sampling and analysis or harmful algal blooms. Because we’re well 
aware that state of Alaska views subsistence as recreational activity versus means of food 
security that is provided from our fresh and marine water. So there's a lot that I've been 
reviewing and also coordinating with the communities that are actively working towards 
establishing their own water sampling on site up to the level of microscopy at this point, and I 
plan to be in Savoonga at the beginning of November. So I continue working with them. Their 
environmental coordinator was here last week working with me here in Nome, and then I'll go 
to Savoonga in November to work with their community, to propel their plans forward on their 
sampling plans. And in November, when we have a lot of storms typically, that's when a lot of 
seafood or traditional seafood washes up on Gamble's shores. So I'll try and make a flight out to 
Gamble and collect some samples with some local folk and make sure we collect an abundance 
though we weren't able to get a lot of the krill that washed up on Shishmaref. I know they have 
some tides there that I refer to them as long tides but they had a lot, a lot of krill. So it was 
unfortunate that we couldn't get as much as we wanted of that krill. And by the time I was able 
to reach out to some of the environmental workers there and they went to the location where 
the krill was and it was pretty much gone. So they combed the beach around Shishmaref. And 
this all happened on a weekend. So we were reaching out to people that we knew personally, 
both Gay and I, and then the environmental people that do not have HABs active in that 
community yet. You know, they were to work on Monday. So that was kind of a bad timing for 
us on that, but we expect to see more washing up who knows what will wash up. We had the 
typhoon Merbok storm, which pretty much cleaned our beaches, like spotless along the coast. 
And then shortly after that we had a regular storm that didn't appear to be too bad after 
experiencing what we went through from the tail end a typhoon Merbok. But the regular storm 



washed up so much driftwood, it was unbelievable the amount of driftwood that is along the 
coast. But that made a lot of people happy because they were down there collecting driftwood, 
chopping it, you know, that's their source of firewood, which will help reduce their heating bill 
through this winter. That was good. But Gay and I went out to collect samples from Cape Nome 
yesterday. And I went through the microscopy shortly after, and there was a lot of Pseudo-
nitzschia and nitzschia, so I was surprised how much I was seeing. And people were actively 
hunting for beluga and seals at cape Nome. This is the time of the year where they're hunting 
for seal and Beluga. So, Cape Nome is one of those spots that that is preferred for hunting. We 
weren't able to get out last week because of the construction going on. There's a rock quarry 
right across the road from the port. So they've been breaking down some rocks from that 
quarry to repair the roads that were washed away and build new barriers along those roads. So 
we’re competing with construction after a storm for emergency response services. So we just 
left it alone last week and didn't do any sampling. But I've got all the like ocean acidification 
sampling done, which I was doing at the same time. I've got a 12-pack of samples ready to ship 
out to back to Seward for Jacqueline to do what she needs to do with those. And we have a 
planned field trip classroom presentation microscopy exercise to do with two 10th grade 
biology classes, the week of October 24. As cold as it's been, we may have some ice to break 
through in order to do that sampling that week. And as far as the funding sources out there, the 
potential, I'll be reviewing those and looking at the timeline and be reaching out to some 
people for information as I evaluate and work on achieving our goal of having a facility here in 
our area to analyze for toxins. 
 
Ajit: I'd heard from Alex about this really massive krill wash up by Shishmaref. I was just curious 
to know if anybody had any more information on that as to why that might have happened or 
any guesses on that matter? 
 
Emma: I don't have any information as to why that happened. So that happened shortly after 
the typhoon Merbok storm. And based on the information I have, they never had that happen 
before. So it was totally a surprise. And that circulated through social media very fast. And it 
was gone just as quick as it was there. And that was a surprise. So, you know, you had to stop 
and think geez, it was all that krill was there, massive amounts, and then it was all gone. So you 
know, the timeline that people thought they had to go out and collect gallon Ziploc freezer 
bags, you know, fill them with krill that disappeared and just as fast as it appeared. So that was 
really strange. And I don't have any other information on why that might have happened. Gay 
and I sat and discussed it briefly. And something that I pointed out to her as well is I have a son 
who is a vessel captain for a landing craft and around that timeframe he went from Nome to 
Homer with his crew, they have maintenance done in Homer. But he said it was odd that they 
didn't see any whales until they got to Homer. Normally you'd see whales and all kinds of 
marine life and activity and you know, porpoises, whales seals and belugas. But he said it was 
odd there. There was nothing until you got to Homer. And that was around the same 
timeframe. So Gay had a thought of maybe because all that krill washed up. Maybe that's why 
they didn't see any whales. They're looking for the food elsewhere. And Savoonga was 
concerned about the migratory path of the whale, because they're coming up on whaling 



season towards the end of November. So they're wondering if those massive amounts of krill 
being washed up like that might potentially affect the migratory path of the whale hunt for. 
 
Dean: About the same time all those euphausids washed up in Shishmaref, you had that 
massive die off of forage fish in the Kotzebue area primarily like sticklebacks, you know, small 
fish the size of your fingers. But that would more or less suggest more of a toxic event to me 
than anything else. And I think I would have hoped some of those fish would have been 
sampled. But I don't think they were able to get out there and get those in. You may know more 
about that. Because typically, I think Alex sends all that material to Greg Boyer for analysis. So 
there may be some hope there that you get some kind of numbers. And I'd also like to ask a 
question about that big clam that was so toxic at St. Lawrence, who did the actual identification 
of the clam, because you're looking at a northern range of butter clams, and you're kind of 
pressing it at St. Lawrence, and also the size of that clam? Well, it was a pretty good sized clam. 
And I was just wondering if the ID could be checked. That's it. 
 
Shannon: it wasn't shucked already. But it was a little bit worse for wear from the journey. So it 
was definitely not in prime condition. But you know, it matched the features of a butter clam 
and they’re are notoriously high in PSTs. Anyways, so we didn't really look too much into it. But 
from observation upon coming in, you know, out of out of all the shellfish we get, like, I would 
look at it and say it was a butter clam. But we didn't do any further investigation, because it's 
from a different range. And again, it was a little broken up. But yeah, we all felt pretty confident 
it was a butter clam. 
 
Emma: So I'm no expert at clam identification. So I sent it in without an identification checked 
off on the sample sheet. And then it was determined, you know that it was a butter clam. And I 
anticipate going to Gamble to help collect and work with some of the locals there to collect 
seafood samples that wash up after their storm. I was looking at a clam identification sheet. 
And there is one type of clam that has like a dark border, the pinkneck clam. Here is a picture of 
the clam that was sent. 

 
 
 
ARCTIC 
Ajit Subramaniam 



We had a mooring out in Kobuk lake at the entrance of Kobuk lake into Kotzebue Sound 
through the summer. We put it in in June we pulled it out. Thankfully it survived the typhoon. 
That was something I kept my fingers crossed on. We pulled it out. We just got it so we have 
data for the three months of various parameters, starting to analyze, but it doesn't seem like 
this year was a really big year for cyano blooms. And so don't know exactly what the mooring 
will tell us more data will tell us looking forward to analyzing it. The objective of the mooring is 
to try and identify cyanobacteria blooms that happen in the fresh brackish water out there. 
 
Evie Fachon 
No huge updates from our group at the moment. We are working hard to analyze the many 
water/sediment samples collected this summer on the Norseman cruise in the Bering 
Strait/Chukchi Shelf region ... we’re just getting through the last of the sediment samples, so 
should have a new Alexndrium cyst map to show at the next AHAB meeting! For anyone at the 
US HAB Symposium, my advisor Don Anderson will be giving a talk about our initial 
observations of the bloom this summer (for those who aren't attending, the content will be 
similar to the Strait Science talk he gave last month, which can be found here 
https://www.uaf.edu/nwc/outreach/strait-science.php) 
 
Patrick Charapata 
I know, Evie gave a link to Don Anderson Strait science talk. And there you'll find some 
preliminary data on the saxitoxin concentrations and the clams from the same summer 
Alexandrium bloom. And so there were just a few that had, you know, near regulatory limits. So 
I really, we're still going through those samples. But I really highly suggest that Strait Science 
talk. 
 
OUTSIDE ALASKA 
Sarah Pease 
So the Senator has released a legislative framework on working waterfront and there's a 
shellfish mariculture section that includes HABs and we're soliciting feedback. Now through 
December 2, the link is here. You can ask me any questions you have. And I will be at the HAB 
conference in Albany on the Tuesday. 
Murkowski Working Waterfronts Legislative Framework (HABs in the Shellfish Mariculture 
section): https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/murkowski-unveils-working-
waterfronts-framework 
Send feedback to: Working_Waterfronts@Murkowski.Senate.Gov by December 2. 
 

 
NEXT AHAB MONTHLY CALL WILL BE: THURSDAY November 8TH, 2022 AT 9:30AM AK 

(The meeting schedule for 2022 will remain the 2nd Thursday of every month) 
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