
AHAB Monthly Call – August 11th, 2022 
 
Participants: Thomas Farrugia (AOOS), Gay Sheffield (UAF/AK Sea Grant), Julie Matweyou (AK 
Sea Grant), Megan Onders (AOOS), Kris Holderied (NCCOS Kasitsna Bay), Veronica Padula (Aleut 
Community of St Paul), Lori Verbrugge (CDC/DHSS), Naomi Bargmann (USGS), Dom Hondolero 
(NCCOS Kasitsna Bay), Carol Brady (DEC), John Harley (UAS), Sijo Smith (ACF/Northern Latitudes 
Partnerships), Charla Hughes (PWS Stewardship Foundation), Jeanette Gann (AFSC), Bridget 
Ferris (AFSC), Chandra Poe (Qawalangin Tribe of Unalaska), Patryce McKinney (DEC), Marc 
Suddleson (NCCOS), Caroline van Hemert (USGS), Grace Ellwanger (KANA), Lisa Eisner (AFSC), 
Maile Branson (APMI), Emma Pate (NSHC), Stephen Payton (Native Village of Seldovia), Evie 
Fachon (WHOI), Brock Tabor (DEC), Kathleen Easley (DHSS), Emily Mailman (APMI) 
 
Thomas’ updates (more details on AHAB website: ahab.aoos.org) 

 

 
HAB cruise recording: https://www.polartrec.com/resources/event/polarconnect-event-
rebecca-siegel  
  

HAB Science

• Gene expression in scallops exposed to Alexandrium

• Review of remote sensing technologies 
for HABs

• Managing epilepsy from domoic acid in sea lions

http://ahab.aoos.org/
https://www.polartrec.com/resources/event/polarconnect-event-rebecca-siegel
https://www.polartrec.com/resources/event/polarconnect-event-rebecca-siegel


NCCOS Alaska SST tool: https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/new-tools-predict-sea-surface-
temperature-to-inform-safe-harvest-of-alaska-oysters/  
 
Julie Matweyou: Before you mentioned that I was thinking is this for Vibrio. Who at NCCOS are 
you working with? I think that it would be helpful to clarify that in the link, because if you read 
this it says ‘temperature to inform safe harvest of Alaska oysters’. There should probably be the 
word Vibrio in there, so there’s no misinterpretation that this is about HABs. 
 
Thomas: That’s a good point Julie, I will pass that along and they can add a clear indication that 
the tool right now is for Vibrio. 
 
Kris: The oyster farmers are very concerned about Vibrio as is the state and this was developed 
with a lot of input from them. One of the things that NCCOS wants to add on this, I think Varis 
has already brought up earlier is that they do want to make it also to have a piece around those 
temperature risks for HABs. But we'll want that to get input from folks on what they think 
would work in that way. And also, exactly what you're talking about, is there a way to avoid 
confusion between what's for Vibrio, which is a little bit higher temperature, and what's for 
Alexandrium growth, which we know can ramp up a little bit lower? So we’ll be actively looking 
to this group for help on that. Thank you. 

 
Megan Onders: Hi, Megan Onders here. I know some of you, I wanted to say hi to Emma Pate in 
Nome and know that I'm just down the street. And if the ship folks are still on, when you're 
here in Nome, give us a shout, we can host you in some way, it would be wonderful to hear 
some live updates. But I'm excited to join AOOS and learn everything about the ocean. I'm 
originally from Nome. I'm a King Islander. And so my ancestors are expert ocean observers. And 
so I do feel very excited and happy to join the team. Thank you. 
 
Chandra Poe: Awesome!!! Welcome Megan looking forward to working with you. 
Emma Pate: Hi Megan!! Good to hear you're on board!! 

https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/new-tools-predict-sea-surface-temperature-to-inform-safe-harvest-of-alaska-oysters/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/new-tools-predict-sea-surface-temperature-to-inform-safe-harvest-of-alaska-oysters/


 
 
Round Robin Updates (going by region of work) 
 
SOUTHEAST 
John Harley 
Just calling in cause he’s out doing fieldwork while on the phone! Suggests maybe scheduling 
these meetings around high tide :) 
 
SOUTHCENTRAL 
Carol Brady 
This is Carol Brady with the shellfish program at DEC. I've got good news: no closures for farm 
sites related to HABs. I've been really focused on Vibrio illnesses, it's just the season when I'm 
starting to get those reports. Thanks. 
 
Patryce McKinney 
Good news is that there's nothing bad to report at the lab either. So business as usual, we're 
still working on a validation project for wet storage, which is, again, more for commercial 
people. But just that we have our hands in that, and we're waiting for word on a few of those 
other method validation projects and funding. So we're hoping that by next month, we'd have 
positive feedback. 
 
Brock Tabor 
Well, I was on a regional teleconference yesterday and our counterparts in the Northwest are 
very, very busy dealing with freshwater blooms in various places, along the Snake river and 
various waters in Oregon. We're pretty lucky in that regard. No recent reports of freshwater 
blooms that I've been privy to. Our drinking water program is looking at working with a couple 
of municipalities about doing some voluntary testing in the next month or two, in locations 
where there was some potential blooms in the past, nothing verified, but as a precaution, but 
they are voluntary efforts. So you know, it's a matter of getting municipalities on board and 
getting staff trained up on it. The regions that are being looked at are mostly in the north and 



northwest so like Kotzebue came up. But again that's the drinking water program specifically 
who is working with them. So I don't know if anything's gonna come of it. If it does, I'll certainly 
let the group know. 
 
Sijo Smith 
No major news. But we have a new Aleutian and Bering Sea Initiative coordinator, Darcy Peter, 
and she will be showing up on a lot of our HABs projects moving forward. 
 
Gay: What is the Aleutian and Bering Sea Initiative?  
Sijo: One of the three regional partnerships that comprise the Northern Latitudes Partnerships, 
which is hosted within Alaska Conservation Foundation. http://northernlatitudes.org/  
 
Charla Hughes 
Thank you for these monthly calls. I don't have any major news but we've been sending mussels 
collected from Prince William Sound to Alutiiq Pride for testing. So thank you to Alutiiq pride for 
that testing. And for the phytoplankton training in the spring. We've just started doing 
phytoplankton that net tows in Whittier. 
 
Maile Branson / Emily Mailman 
We are currently shucking some muscles. We have been seeing some stuff in our 
phytoplankton tows. Two weeks ago, we saw a pretty large Alexandrium bloom. So we went 
out and collected extra shellfish. We haven't processed those samples yet, but they are in our 
freezer. And that really only lasted one week. But last week, we saw a Dinophysis bloom. And I 
just took the sample yesterday. I'm hoping to process it either today or tomorrow. But yeah, a 
lot of action here. We have a new sampler out in Aialik Bay, which is one fjord west of us. And 
we have not been seeing similar blooms over there. So it looks like it's concentrated to 
Resurrection Bay. 
 
Thomas: APMI has a newsletter, where some of this info can be found. So I'll put the link if 
anybody's interested (https://mailchi.mp/532e528c2c86/crrcq3). You can subscribe at the 
bottom to get them in your email. APMI is also testing out the HABscope which is a camera on a 
microscope that is supposed to automatically detect HAB species. It was developed for Karenia 
in the Gulf of Mexico, and they’re refining it for Alexandrium in Alaska. And it sounds like it’s 
been working pretty well, right? 
 
Maile: Yeah, the last update seemed to fix a lot of problems. The first few samples, it was like 
picking up random things. But the last two updates have really refined it. And we did put a 
sample of Alexandrium underneath and it correctly identified it. So yeah, I think just the more 
samples you run, the better the AI will get. 
 
Kris Holderied 
I'll give a quick one because I'm hopping off in two minutes. So similarly we saw Alexandrium, 
the Kachemak Bay Reserve folks doing sampling saw Alexandrium spike up in one location, but 
we didn't see it in some other places. They were able to grab despite some of the challenging 

http://northernlatitudes.org/
https://mailchi.mp/532e528c2c86/crrcq3


weather, we're able to grab some mussel samples. So we're gonna get that tested for toxin. I 
was curious for the Alutiiq Pride did you guys get any shellfish samples tested for toxin? I was 
just curious. 
 
Maile: We collected them, but actually our lab staff is out with COVID this week, so we're gonna 
test them next week. 
 
Kris: Cause it was quite a bit of Alexandrium in the sample that Jasmine saw. So it's concerning, 
but Dom didn't see any at Kasitsna Bay, so it’s the usual thing there. And then just wanted to 
add the NCCOS Director Steve Thur is going to be in town next week along with the NOAA 
Administrator, Rick Spinrad, and Kelly Kryc, who's the NOAA lead for Arctic issues and 
international fisheries as well. So I know there's couple folks we're working on meeting up with  
but it's a fairly quick trip. If anyone's interested in that just get a hold of Amy Holman, she’s 
helping to coordinate or they can talk to me about it. I know the schedule, but they'll be doing a 
Kenai Peninsula trip on Wednesday, and then Gay actually knows all about what they're doing 
up in Nome, because they're going to be up there for a few days. I'm very looking forward to 
him hearing about some of the things we've been talking about. Thank you. 
 
Dom Hondolero 
Samples are pretty sparse. And seems like it's the end of the summer bloom. Typically, we'll 
start to see dinoflagellates bloom now, but we haven't seen that begin yet. So no other updates 
right now. Thanks. 
 
Jasmine Maurer 
As you know I also monitor marine invasive species in KBay. One of the species we monitor for 
is the invasive green crab aka European green crab. Sadly invasive green crab were found in 
Metlakatla about three weeks ago. This is the first record of live invasive green crab within 
Alaska. They are likely to be in other, yet undetected, areas in SE and are capable of spreading 
via the currents through their planktonic life stages, this is how they arrived to Annette Island. 
Invasive green crab are aggressive, they are omnivores, they eat eelgrass, native crab species 
up to the same size they are, they can eat 40 clams or mussels a day, they can survive a wide 
range of salinities and temperatures. They are often found near eelgrass beds, which they 
destroy, or in estuaries affecting these important rearing habitats for juvenile salmon, 
shorebirds, crabs, and shellfish. I wanted to share this with the AHAB members as you can see 
there is significant overlap with resources that AHAB members are interested in monitoring and 
protecting for their stakeholders. I can share additional information with members that are 
interested in learning more. Early detection to prevent establishment in our shorelines will be 
key to preventing wide scale destruction these invaders are capable of. Permits are required to 
remove or have invasive green crab in one's possession. It is relatively easy to learn how to 
identify invasive green crab. If any persons suspects they have seen an invasive green crab 
alive, a carapace, or dead, note the location take a picture and report it to ADF&G. 1-877-
INVASIV. More info from ADF&G at 
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=invasiveprofiles.europeangreencrab_characterist
ics  

https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=invasiveprofiles.europeangreencrab_characteristics
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=invasiveprofiles.europeangreencrab_characteristics


 
Stephen Payton 
No big updates. We're still just doing our regular sampling. And kind of talking to Alutiiq Pride 
Marine Institute about starting to sample some different subsistence resources here. 
 
KODIAK 
Julie Matweyou 
No updates here, just finishing up some lab work. 
 
Grace Ellwanger 
No updates here, just sampling once a week down here. I can share I saw some Dinophysis and 
Pseudo-nitzschia in the water last week. I have not yet seen any Alexandrium, but I think that 
Andie has. 
 
Andie Wall 
I saw one Alexandrium a few weeks back. Yesterday I did a tow in the evening and saw 4 
individuals of Dinophysis, which is quite a lot for what we typically see in out 3 years of data. 
And then Pseudo-nitzschia are more common, but not in bloom concentrations as of yesterday. 
 
ALEUTIAN AND PRIBILOF ISLANDS 
Chandra Poe 
So we are also participating in our pilot startup for phytoplankton toes, a few moving parts and 
pieces. And I know we haven't had the opportunity to be present on this call for a couple 
months. We have been completing mussel sampling and testing, sending those to ADEC here in 
Anchorage. And this summer, those results are showing us a few blips going over 80 ug/100g, 
but nothing like it has been the past couple of summers where we've been up in the like 1000s. 
And it also has not persisted. The past two years prior to this summer, we saw a dramatic up 
and then just stayed up for the whole summer. And we aren't really seeing that this year in the 
numbers, I have been trying to keep those updated as we as we get the information back on 
our website, if anybody's curious. My capacity this year is it's a table. There's no graph yet. So 
it's up there, though (https://www.qawalangin.com/psp). So that is ongoing, and just looks 
really different this summer than it has the last couple of years. As far as the story that the 
mussels are telling. We have gotten off to a bit of a wobbly start with phytoplankton tows, but I 
feel like we're starting to get it. Last week was Culture Camp and our staff was fully engaged in 
that. So we didn't do any sampling last week, but hoping to kind of get into a more regular 
rhythm with the phytoplankton tows and the microscopy. Super interesting, really glad to have 
that set up, really grateful that the high school was able to provide us a space at their hatchery 
to set the microscope up and use some of that for lab work. We don't have a place to do that 
otherwise, so super happy we were able to work that out. And I think Jon and that crew sent 
some photos around, there's been some Pseudo-nitzschia and I don't know that they found 
anything else of particular interest HAB-wise. But yeah, we'll get there. I think it's like Veronica 
said, you know, it is really, really helpful to have this as a pilot endeavor and get these skills and 
and methods and resources. So really excited to see that happening. We also were able to get 
some funding through First Nations Development Institute, under their Bering Sea monitoring 

https://www.qawalangin.com/psp


program. And so we're hoping to be able to keep going with some phytoplankton and mussel 
work. And also through that funding, we have been able to engage with Alutiiq Pride. And we'll 
start collecting samples and participating in their OA protocol, as soon as we have staff able to 
do it. One thing that we've unexpectedly run into, we are having trouble getting equipment, 
just supply chain issues. So what I've been told for the soonest I can expect to be able to obtain 
a YSI for example, is sometime in 2023. So looking at options, and other ways to get it done. But 
that was a surprise to me. So kind of just a little smattering update, you know, kind of where, 
where the tribal programs are at in development. And thankfully, we do not have any big 
numbers to share this year. And I like the like the website updates. Looking good. 
 
Veronica Padula 
Hi, everybody. Nice to see everyone. So Hana has been on island working and collecting 
samples almost weekly at this point right now. I think it's great for her to get that practice in. 
She can't make this call today so I'll brag about how awesome she's doing. She's doing a really 
great job and she loves looking at the microscope. So it's really exciting to have someone on 
board who's really excited about this kind of stuff. One of the things that we're practicing on 
island is getting a sense of what our search images look like and what constitutes a bloom. And 
so those are some of the things that we’re working on. I think she's been in contact with you, 
Thomas with some of her pictures to help with identification. And I think that's really great for 
us, seeing a couple of Alexandrium cells and a couple of Chaeotceros. So far we haven’t seen 
anything that would constitute a bloom for us. Hanna did text me this morning, and she did a 
tow yesterday, but she hasn't had a chance to analyze it yet. One of the local community 
members was concerned that there might be a bloom happening in the harbor. I think 
sometimes, just from personal experience in the harbor, sheen from the oil might trick folks 
into thinking that a bloom is happening. So it's good to keep conversing with community 
members so they can voice their concerns and for Hanna to go back and collect a sample and 
look at it and tell them what she saw under the scope. In the future, I might ask her to take a 
picture of what she sees out in the harbor to show this was a point of concern for someone, I 
went and checked, and it either was or wasn't a bloom. I think that might be another step to 
add into this process to enhance how we communicate out with the community. So just some 
things that are that are popping up for us in terms of how we are approaching this pilot study. 
 
Thomas: That’s great to hear! In terms of helping with identification, I can definitely help to 
some degree. But if you upload those pictures up to the phytoplankton monitoring network, 
through that portal, then there will be QA/QC of that, Jen Maucher at NOAA can look at those 
and whether something was correctly as Alexandrium or something else. 
 
NORTHERN BERING SEA 
Emma Pate 
So it's been very busy. I actually suspended my travel for a while because I'm covering the 
drinking water lab here in Nome for last week and this week, and I'm the only one in the office 
pretty much for this two week period. But I've got coordination with Gambell to follow up on 
because they're interested in submitting samples. They're working with the information that 
they have from this Norseman II research vessel. And I was out in Gambell for a meeting with 



their tribal council, city council and native corporation board right about when the information 
came out about an Alexandrium cell count that was very dense southwest of St. Lawrence 
Island. So we’ll be requesting them to send in some of their seafood samples that they have 
collected, traditional seafoods that they've had frozen. I'm coordinating with Gay, she and I are 
both actively sampling at Cape Nome. And in the Monday sample, we normally go on Fridays, 
we didn't go last Friday due to our schedules. So we went on Monday this week, and I had a 
real high count of Dinophysis, but I have to go back and actually check my photos. I was 
surprised of how many I was counting from one sample, but there was a lot of activity in that 
one sample. So Gay has her sample that she collected for ECOHAB so it'll be interesting to see 
how her sample is in comparison to the one that I pulled from Monday. I gotta go back and 
double check but I believe I saw at least two Pseudo-nitzschia in that sample. And I really 
appreciate the technical assistance we get from NOAA because they're always available when I 
have questions. And we'll be sampling again on Friday, we'll continue sampling until we can't 
break through the ice. And then at some point we'll make a determination in our department if 
we ourselves go out on the ice. There's a lot involved in going out and collecting a sample and 
on St. Lawrence Island and working with Savoonga and Gambell, they're right out there in the 
ocean, so they really have to have a good angle for pulling a sample with what they do. And 
their boats that they used, I think are about 16 foot boats, they're very small to go out in those 
large waves. So safety is always a factor for them, when they go out and do anything that we 
request. So other than that, just very busy. Eventually, I will get back to travel when other staff 
get back, and I get caught up on everything else. 
 
Gay Sheffield 
I think Emma covered it, I'm sampling sea water at Cape Nome with Emma, which is always nice 
to do together, and safer that way. Especially given some of the weather we've had recently. I 
guess my question would be seeing that HAB alert on the banner of the AHAB page. You know, 
it says it continues as if somebody sampling it right now. I don't think anyone is sampling that 
right now. So I don't know what point you take that down, what is a HAB Alert duration. And if 
someone's in a panic, they're not feeling right, tingly, whatever, can we put a little emergency 
button maybe up in the contact, like punch this for more information or something if you're 
scared, because I think people would go to AHAB right off the bat. Those are just ideas. And 
then just for everybody's notification, we do have sea ice coming down in the Strait right now. 
It is very early, not unheard of, but it's been a couple of years since we've had August ice in the 
Strait coming down. There is ice all along the northeast Chukotkan coast, which is been held 
kind of in place. We've had persistent north winds, there's patches of ice that have gotten really 
down into the Strait. And it has been visible to people between big Diomede and Cape Dezhnev 
so anyway, that is an interesting twist for us. Meanwhile, the water temperatures in eastern 
Norton Sound, the sea surface temperatures are about 54 degrees Fahrenheit. So we got cold 
and hot all working together. And then I'll drop the link to the NOAA RACE division bottom 
trawl survey, they are getting bottom temperatures as they're kind of mowing the lawn during 
doing their survey of the entire Bering Sea from on Unalaska up to Diomede, if that that may be 
of interest to people. That's about it. Unless anyone has any questions. 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/climate/near-real-time-temperatures-bering-sea-
bottom-trawl-surveys-2022  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/climate/near-real-time-temperatures-bering-sea-bottom-trawl-surveys-2022
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/climate/near-real-time-temperatures-bering-sea-bottom-trawl-surveys-2022


 
ARCTIC 
Evie Fachon  
Hi, I work with Don Anderson and I'm on the Norseman II right now. We're just finishing up the 
first leg of this cruise, which started in Nome. We transited over down towards St. Lawrence 
Island and then back up and through the Bering Strait. We made it into the Chukchi Sea and to 
Utqiagvik. And we tried to go a little further east, but we got skunked by ice. So we actually 
turned around and came back down to the Bering Strait, we just finished transiting along the 
DBO3 line where we've been seeing some Alexandrium cells in the water. And we're working 
our way back down south now trying to sort of zigzag through the Strait so we can capture the 
extent of the cells. But we're seeing as Thomas communicated in an email, I think a couple 
weeks ago, we did see some pretty high concentrations of cells over by St. Lawrence Island. And 
our way North continued to see some Alexandrium cells on the western side of our transects in 
the Bering Strait. So we're interested to see now that we're moving south again, if those values 
are still going to be there. Happy to answer any questions about this. 
And I'll just add that we're on heading back to Nome soon, and then there's going to be a 
second leg of this cruise. So we're actually going to occupy the Bering Strait and the Chukchi 
shelf again, this time in late August and into the beginning of September. So we're gonna get a 
really nice second snapshot of what's going on with the blooms in the area in this region. We 
also have an Imaging Flow Cytobot on board that's been taking photos of all of the 
phytoplankton community as we're underway. So in addition to the Alexandrium that we've 
seen, we've also seen Pseudo-nitzschia along the way. And we have someone on board who's 
doing some really comprehensive Pseudo-nitzschia community sampling to get an idea of which 
species are present and which ones might be toxic. 
 
Don Anderson 
The Norseman II Cruise finished its first leg. There have been a lot of changes from the original 
plan, due to weather and ice, and to the Alexandrium cell distributions we have been 
documenting. We will have much more to say about this in the coming months, but thus far, we 
documented a very dense bloom south of the Bering strait near St. Lawrence Island, and the 
cells from that bloom were clearly being transported into the Strait through the central 
pathway (some call it Pacific Summer water).  The cruise has found very few Alexandrium cells 
in the Alaskan coastal current that is much closer to shore, but quite a few cells in that central 
water mass. And in the Chukchi Sea, the cell concentrations have been quite low, compared to 
past years. Perhaps this is related to bottom water temperatures that are very low in that area, 
compared to past surveys at this time (2.5 versus 5 or 6C). Those temperatures are so low that 
Alexandrium cyst germination would take much longer than at the warmer temperatures, 
leaving to a much smaller inoculum, and potentially lower growth rates in the colder surface 
waters. The cruise then encountered ice that was being blown from the northeast, and so 
planned transects in the Beaufort Sea east of Point Barrow had to be abandoned. The cruise is 
now focusing on the Ledyard Bay area where more samples are needed to document the cyst 
distribution. It's far too early to say, but preliminary data are suggesting  that the seedbed cyst 
concentrations may be lower than we have seen in recent years. There are many explanations 
for this, one of which is that it's not the case at all and the counting procedures on for the shift 



are not ideal, but it is also too early in the season and perhaps major cyst deposition has yet to 
occur. But we are still taking advantage of the time lost due to the canceled transects in the 
Beaufort to better document the cyst seedbed. And , we are very fortunate that there will be a 
second leg of the cruise departing on August 17, covering the very same region, basically one 
month after the first lake. So if the waters were too cold in the first leg, perhaps they will have 
warmed up for the second leg. And if cyst deposition is an issue, perhaps we will capture that in 
leg 2 as well. So, stay tuned. One way or the other, we are getting some fantastic data to help 
us understand Alexandrium  dynamics north of the Bering strait. 
 
Anne Garland 
Only update is just still the publicity. Preparations are ongoing with the team, including the 
youth are helping to create a flyer and I've advised them to use your website. And we do have 
like a community monitoring Facebook group that we usually reserve for people who are 
actually active. So they can you know, transition to that if they actually get trained in the 
workshop. So that's, I asked Laura, if she had any updates. She did mention the last time she 
was thinking of going ahead and getting those microscopes from you, but I told her to contact 
you directly because she's using one that she tried to take a picture of some diatoms and send 
me which worked, but it was, you know, sticking her cellphone up to it. 
 
Thomas: I definitely have one I can send to her if she needs it.  
 
Anne: I’ll remind her. So far, nothing in the samples other than phytoplankton but nothing else 
that's threatening. And I listened to the live presentation with Bob Pickart from the cruise and 
listen to kind of what, I'm not sure where they were during that. But they’ve made it to those 
stations right near shore to sample near Utqiagvik, so that’ll be interesting to see. 
 
OUTSIDE ALASKA 
Marc Suddleson 
I really enjoyed catching up with all the great work that's happening around the state. So I 
wanted to give a heads up, NCCOS is planning to release a HAB announcement a Notice of 
Funding Opportunity, or NOFO, for FY 23 funding. We have several competitive programs, 
we've talked a bit about the ECOHAB cruise. So we have ECOHAB and MERHAB and PCMHAB 
programs, and we can provide some information about that. So this will be a call for targeted 
PCM proposals that advanced new methods for HAB toxin measurement in seafood to prevent 
human illnesses. And they'll also be a call for MERHAB targeted and regional proposals that 
build and sustain capacity for monitoring and observing for HABs and associated toxins. So it's 
going through clearance right now. I don't have specific dates. And I hope to have that 
information on our next call, or sooner I'll email that to Thomas, you can share that with the 
folks. So certainly glad to be a point of contact, as well for that, as that comes out.  
And then you'd mentioned earlier on some other issues. Just a quick update. So I think the 
registration for the US HAB Symposium, the date for registration ending on the 16th of 
September, and then the IOOS website that hosts information about webinars that have 
happened recently, I know the most recent one in July was just updated recently. So you can 
find out there that was “HABs and Aquaculture”. And that whole website I think is undergoing 



some refresh so when that comes out I'm sure you’ll get a heads up. Welcome to the NHABON 
Community of Practice steering committee Thomas! 
 
Bridget Ferris 
Hi, everybody. Thomas mentioned this at the beginning, but I guess I could just quickly 
reiterate, I'm Bridget Ferris. I'm with NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries Science Center. I'm based in 
Seattle, and I am the editor of the Gulf of Alaska Ecosystem Status Report that we put together 
each year to inform the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council of current ecosystem 
conditions that informs the stock assessment and quota-setting decision making process. And 
so the past few years, thank you to all of you who have been contributing your hard earned 
HABs monitoring observations and to Thomas for helping pull that together. And we would be 
very grateful to receive that again this year and share it with the broader management 
community. And so that goes into the Gulf of Alaska report. And then also the Aleutian Islands 
report, which Yvonne Ortiz edits and the Bering Sea report that Ebbet Siddon produces. So we 
all work together on those. I just wanted to say thanks again. And of course, I welcome 
following up with any of you individually to talk more about that. Or also, if I can ever help 
communicate back all this information we do have in the ESRs to your individual organizations 
and communities, we're always open to sharing all we get from these reports back as well. So 
feel free to follow up, if that's of interest. And thank you again. bridget.ferriss@noaa.gov  
 
Lisa Eisner 
Jeanette was genets actually waiting in Anchorage trying to get to Dutch Harbor to start our 
southeast Bering Sea mooring survey (Aug 12-26) - so fisheries, oceanography and ecosystem - 
and they'll collect HABs on there, as well as their IFCB information. And she's on the first leg 
and I'm on the second leg. So it'll go from probably August 29 through September 11. So 
anyway, hopefully, we'll see what happens from that. 
 

 
NEXT AHAB MONTHLY CALL WILL BE: THURSDAY September 8TH, 2022 AT 9:30AM AK 

(The meeting schedule for 2022 will remain the 2nd Thursday of every month) 

mailto:bridget.ferriss@noaa.gov

