
AHAB Monthly Call –  March 11th, 2021 
Participants: Thomas Farrugia (AOOS), Bill Carter (USFWS), Brock Taylor (DEC), Carol Brady 
(DEC), Grace Ellwanger (KANA), Chris Guo (KBNERR), Caroline van Hemert (USGS Alaska Science 
Center), Dean Stockwell (UAF), Gay Sheffield (AK Sea Grant), Jacqueline Ramsay (Alutiiq Pride), 
Jasmine Maurer (KBNERR), Jill Prewitt (AOOS), Karie Holterman (City of Unalaska), Katie 
Gavenus (CACS), Maile Branson (Alutiiq Pride), Michelle Morris (ADFG), Matt Smith (USGS 
Alaska Science Center), Molly McCammon (AOOS), Muriel Dittrich (UAF), Naomi Bargmann 
(Sitka Tribe), Patryce McKinney (DEC), Steve Kibler (NOAA Beaufort Lab), Barbara Lydon (PWS 
Stewardship Foundation), Varis Ransi (NOAA), Xiuning Du (Hatfield Marine Science Center), Lori 
Verbruge (CDC), Julie Matweyou (AK Sea Grant), Robb Kaler (USFWS), Rose Masui (KBNERR), 
Emily Bowers (NWFSC), Hisatomo Waga (IARC/UAF), Evie Fachon (WHOI), Kris Holderied (NOAA 
Kasitsna Bay), James Temte (APU), Dom Hondolero (NOAA Kasitsna Bay), Hallie Brown (KANA), 
Priscila Lange (Blue Marble Space Institute), Jeanette Gann (NOAA Auke Bay), Lisa Eisner (NOAA 
AFSC), Marc Suddleson (NOAA NCCOS), Emma Pate (NSHC), Anne Garland (ARIES) 
 
Thomas’ updates (more details on AHAB website: https://aoos.org/alaska-hab-network/) 
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Overall announcements 
Varis Ransi –  Vandersea’s 2018 paper suggested that temperature was the factor that 
triggered the Alexandrium bloom in Cook Inlet. NOAA has been producing some very detailed 
maps of SST in Alaska. So we just started this project, and showing Kris Holderied what we can 
produce. We are doing a transition plan to figure out which data will be useful and what would 



be helpful to local users of this kind of data. Anybody who would like to suggest products that 
would be helpful to them, please contact Varis (email below). We plan to put protoypes on the 
website and we can tailer them as we get feedback. 
The images below show the spatial and temporal variability of SST over the Cook Inlet region. 

 
Kris: We would really appreciate input on the satellite SST and risk assessment products from 
anyone who is interested. Varis is looking at Cook Inlet, PWS, and Southeast regions right now. 
As Thomas said, we could have a small working group on this topic - please let Varis, Thomas or 
me know if you are interested. Thanks! 
 
Round Robin Updates 
Kathi Lefebvre (through Thomas) – Will provide update on proposed sampling plans for 2021 at 
the next monthly meeting. Kathi also gave a seminar “Algal toxins in Arctic and Subarctic food 
webs”, the recording of which will be posted on the AHAB website. 
 
Evie Fachon – Not many updates since last month. Helping putting together some sampling kits 
for kits this summer, just sent one off to Diomede, and more are lined up. We made a training 
video that is included with the kits, that shows how to do the sampling 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiRDMamiQC8). We welcome feedback about the video if 
anybody has any suggestions. 
 
Bill Carter – We’re pushing 4 ft of ice out here. We are in discussion with our collaborator from 
Columbia University about putting out a mooring this year with a YSI sonde, and having another 
sonde for spot sampling. Working with Alex Whiting on that. 

- Dean Stockwell: you might want to contact Seth Danielson at UAF since you’re putting 
out moorings, he might be able to throw a couple more sensors on there. 

 
Hisatomo Waga – Starting a project on water mass distribution using satellite data. Water mass 
distribution could be a contributor to HABs, so hoping to contribute to the AHAB network. 
 
Dean Stockwell – Been in contact with WHOI group to distribute the sampling kits.   
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Maximum weekly SST images.  Relatively high temporal and spatial variability of SST in Cook Inlet region.

● Looking for sounding boards.  Please contact: Varis.Ransi@noaa.gov

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiRDMamiQC8


Gay Sheffield –We’re working with lots of groups up here, so it might be good to go regionally 
from a project perspective rather than where people are located. Getting some cold temps this 
morning, so we are making ice, but the weather patterns have changed, and we’ve had 2 
storms out of south, which have hit the ice pretty hard. Also, for Bill Carter, we have 
unexpectedly 3 big train wheel mooring weights, that maybe they could use instead of them 
going to the dump. 
 
Lisa Eisner – We have a project that will be starting in the Chukchi and Bering Sea, using 
satellite information to determine different phytoplankton species and develop a probability 
model for HABs. Priscilla Lange and Jeanette Gann are also part of this proposal. Using samples 
from 2017-2019 and samples collected this year as well. 

- Dean Stockwell: Maybe Lisa should also connect with Hisatomo and IARC 
- Lisa: Thanks Dean that’s a great idea, Mike Lomis is involved too and he’s reached out to 

them to collaborate as well. There’s also another proposal collecting this same info 
further north that we will try to link up with. 

 
Grace Ellwanger – Not a lot of new updates, just increasing sampling in our region, getting a lot 
of participation from community samplers sending in shellfish to be tested. Hopefully we will 
see more consistency in samples from those regions. Also the harvest-and-hold program is 
having growing interest. 
 
Katie Gavenus – Coastal Studies is finishing up a virtual field trip for 4-8th grade about plankton 
this spring, including a segment on HABs.  I'll share a link with the group when it is ready.  
 
Kris Holderied – We are getting ready to put in our GulfWatch Alaska to EVOS. That is what gets 
our shipboard sampling for HABs. We also put in a proposal for the COMT call, and that would 
work with the Cook Inlet operational model from NOS to get particle trajectories and subtidal 
circulation and see where the water is going. We’ve been wanting to look at that for a while to 
see how circulation influences particular locations where we see more HAB incidents on that 
finer scale. It will take advantage of some new data management capabilities that Axiom has, so 
that’s very exciting. Thanks to Varis and the availability of the higher resolution satellite data, 
we’re taking a hard look at, so if anybody is interested we can make a group around that. 
 
Dom Hondolero – We’ve got our monthly sampling done for Jan and Feb, not seeing a lot of 
phytoplankton, but expecting that to change in March as the light comes back. For the toxin 
project, we’ll start the sampling soon for the predator and forage fish. Also working with Chris 
Guo for his fish project at Kasitsna Bay lab. 
 
Chris Guo – Not much update, just waiting for sunlight to come back to get fish back in the lab. 
 
Rosie Masui – Network members helped make videos on HABs last year, and those are going to 
be shared on the KBNERR and KBSC facebook pages and on the KBNERR youtube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIz4zFeTmUW9zM1zBo-7J4A/videos). These videos are 
geared towards what the communities wanted to know about HABs. Getting organized for 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIz4zFeTmUW9zM1zBo-7J4A/videos


trainings for your monitors in April and May. Also, we’ve been hearing from monitors in PWS 
that are going to start monitoring in April. 
 
Jasmine Maurer – We continue to do biweekly sampling in Kachemak Bay. We’re seeing a 
higher diversity, but still low abundance. More next month! 
 
Maile Branson – Not much updating, just setting up our lab and getting our monitors trained in 
early May, so that’s when sampling will start. We are transitioning into a more comprehensive 
marine research facility, so the new name is Alutiiq Pride Marine Institute! 
 
Barbara Lydon – Just listening and considering how PWS Stewardship Foundation and Chugach 
National Forest can get involved. 
 
James Temte – Working in the office of research and community engagement. We are growing 
all the services we provide at APU, and we have a few researchers interested in HABs, so just 
learning more and seeing how we can be engaged. 
 
Carol Brady – No updates regarding commercial shellfish and PST events 
 
Matt Smith – No updates, just seeing what’s gonna happen this coming year.  
 
Molly McCammon – Sheyna Wisdom and myself have been meeting with our congressional 
delegation and thanking them for getting money for the National HAB Observing Network into 
the budget. They were very happy to hear that we are using that money, and that there is this 
forum for collaboration and coordination. So encourage anybody who has the opportunity to 
talk to the delegation and their staff to say thank you for those funds and they’re being used 
and hope they keep coming. 
 
Patryce McKinney – We are doing the National Shellfish Sanitation Program proficiency tests 
for shellfish growing waters, wet storage and Vibrio testing. Will get those results in a few 
months. 
 
Michelle Morris – There are new aquatic farm leases and permits being issued on a regular 
basis, so if you are interested in looking for remote locations where there might be a farmer 
that could collect samples, there’s a live map on the ADFG website that shows all locations: 
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fishingaquaticfarming.aquaticfarminfo, map link 
at bottom of the page shows all currently permitted aquatic farms 
 
Naomi Bargmann – We are expecting thunder snow storms, so that will be exciting. 
Unfortunately, we won’t be able to go out and collect herring eggs this year because of 
insurance issues. Levels are very low, but there is a bit of an uptick in the phytoplankton 
diversity. We do have a couple of SE sites and one Kodiak site that has butter clams above the 
reg level (about 100-200 ug/100g). SEATOR is planning a virtual workshop in May, details are 
still being worked out. You can email seator@sitkatribe-nsn.gov to get more info. Also uptick in 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fishingaquaticfarming.aquaticfarminfo
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whale activity, so we are on the edge of everything exploding. They are saying it’s one of the 
largest herring forecast that they’ve had in a while.  

- Dean Stockwell: do you post the phytoplankton counts anywhere? 
- Naomi: not really, but on SEATOR website, you can get the link to the Axiom portal that 

pulls the SoundToxin database. SoundToxin has been run by NOAA but they no longer 
have the funds to run it, so they are trying to figure out what they’ll do cause it’s such a 
wealth of information for here and  

- Dean: can I get copy of the old data? 
- Naomi: yes we download it every month, whatever you need, just email me 

 
Muriel Dittrich – We’re also seeing a wider diversity of phytoplankton, so we’re kicking up our 
sampling here, and we are getting ready to run some ELISAs with our particulate sampling 
filters, so will update next month. 
 
Steve Kibler – Finally back in the lab full time after almost a year, so working hard on catching 
up. Currently entering our last year on NPRB project looking at toxins in the food web. We are 
looking at all of southcentral and southwest. Will be presenting that at the KBSC next week. The 
NCCOS forecasting proposal mentioned earlier is still in the works, we need to figure out what 
kind of support will be available. For my part I’ll be interested in the validation side, I’ll be 
looking for ideas and people that might be able to help with Alexandrium monitoring 
specifically. Toxicity in shellfish is one thing but it isn’t as linked to environmental variables like 
Alexandrium cells might be, so that’s the angle we’ll be going for, and we’d be looking for 
people and students to partner with.  
 
Marc Suddleson – I’d suggest people look at the 10.5 US HABs symposium May 25-27. It’s 
virtual and attendance is free. The focus will be to elevate students and early career members 
of the HAB community (http://ushabs.com). NCCOS was able to highlight some of the work that 
Julie Matweyou has talked about in a news item. It’s a project funded by MERHAB: 
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/news/algal-cyst-sampling-in-alaska-advances-multi-region-
effort-to-improve-toxic-harmful-algal-bloom-forecasting/ 
 
Xiuning Du – We hope to catch up on toxins in food web work that was delayed from last year. 
 
Priscilla Lange – Working with Lisa Eisner working on the Arctic project, thanks for the invite, 
this call has given me lots of ideas to implement in Brazil where I am. 
 
Emma Pate – We are slowly progressing in our phytoplankton baseline collection. We are 
eventually going to establish our own project sites for data collection. Racheal Lee will be going 
to Diomede next week to work with Chris Whitehead to set up their project for phytoplankton 
sampling. 
 
Emily Bowers – Working with Kathi, WHOI and UAF on the Alaska community HAB sampling. 
 

NEXT AHAB MONTHLY CALL WILL BE: THURSDAY APRIL 8TH, 2021 AT 9:30AM AK 
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